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QJTERNATIONAIj
TRADEMARK STUDJES"
The bill (S. 1253) to amend sec. 6 of
title 35, United States Code, "Patents,"
to authorize domestic and international
studies and programs relating to pat
ents and trademarks was considered,
ordered to be engrossed for a third read
ing, read t h e third time, and passed,
as follows:
S. 1253
Be it enacted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States of
America in Congress assembled. T h a t sec
tion 6 of title 35, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:
5 6. Duties of Commissioner
"(a) The Commissioner, under the di
rection of the Secretary of Commerce, shall
superintend or perform all duties required
by law respecting the granting and issuing
of patents and the registration of trade
marks; shall have the authority to carry
on studies and programs regarding domestic
and International patent and trademark law;
and shall have charge of property belonging
to the Patent Office. He may, subject to
the approval of the Secretary of Commerce,
establish regulations, n o t inconsistent with
law, for the conduct of proceedings in the
Patent Office.
"(b) The Commissioner, under the direc
tion of the Secretary of Commerce, may, in
coordination with the Department of State,
carry on programs and studies cooperatively
with foreign patent offices and International
Intergovernmental organizations, or may au
thorize such programs and studies to be
carried on, in connection with the perform
ance of duties stated in subsection (a) of
this section.
"(c) The Commissioner, under the direc
tion of the Secretary of Commerce, may,
with the concurrence of the Secretary of
State, transfer funds appropriated to the
Patent Office, not to exceed $100,000 In any
year, to the Department of State for the
purpose of making special payments to in
ternational Intergovernmental organizations
for studies a n d programs for advancing In
ternational cooperation concerning patents,
trademarks, and related matters. These spe
cial payments may be In addition to any
other payments or contributions t o the In
ternational organization and shall not be
subject to any limitations Imposed by law
on the amounts of such other payments or
contributions by the Government of the
United States."
Mr. B Y R D of West Virginia. Mr. Presi
dent, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD an excerpt from
t h e report (No. 92-71) explaining the
purposes of the measure.
There being no objection, the excerpt
was ordered to be printed in t h e RECORD,
as follows:
PURPOSE

This legislation would authorize the
United States to make voluntary contribu
tions to such organizations as the United In
ternational Bureau for the Protection of In
tellectual Property and the Committee for
International Cooperation in Information
Retrieval Among Patent Offices in order to de
fray the cost of studies and other projects in
connection with international patent and
trademark matters.
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VIEWS OP G O V E R N M E N T AGENCY

This legislation was introduced by Sena
tor John L. McClellan at the request of tho
Department of Commerce.
STATEMENT

U.S. participation in cooperative interna
tional efforts in the patent and trademark
fields is vitally important to the American
business community. Until recent years the
international role of the United States In
these areas was limited primarily to member
ship in the Paris Convention of 1883. The
United States has now assumed a more active
role in the international protection of
patents, trademarks, and Intellectual prop
erty. The United States was instrumental In
the establishment of the World Intellectual
Property Organization and the drafting and
signing of t h e Patent Cooperation Treaty of
1970. In addition the programs of the Com
mittee for International Cooperation and I n 
formation Retrieval Among Patent Offices in
coordinating the development of mechanized
patent search systems are of great value to
those who make use of the patent system.
The United States currently may not make
voluntary contributions for tho support of
the programs of these international agencies
because of the lack of any statutory authori
zation. The committee has been advised by
the Department of Commerce that the In
ability of t h e United States to contribute to
the support of these projects. In whose cre
ation this country was instrumental, Is a
source of embarrassment at International
meetings, particularly in view of the cash
contributions made by other countries.
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