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The President. That was better than | can do, M chael. Thank you
very much. Thank you and thank you, Ana, for welcomng all of us
into your hone. And | want to thank ny long, longtine friend, Roy
Romer, for being willing to keep his day job and take on another job
as well for our party.

Si nce vou nmentioned the Brady bill, | think what 1'd like to do is
maybe just talk just for a few mnutes and then, probably to the
chagrin of all the people who cane here with ne, take a few m nutes
if any of you have any questions or coments or you want to give a
speech to nme, I'lIl listen to that. But you think about it, if you've
got any questions you want to ask.

But you heard the exanple M chael gave you of the Brady bill, and
if you ask me about what | tried to do through and with our
Denocratic Party and as President that makes it worthy of the support
of thoughtful Anmericans, many of whom m ght have been Republicans
before, | would say two things.

First of all, I've tried to nove our party and to nove our country
and, hardest of all, to nobve Washington, DC, away from sort of
yesterday's categorical, partisan nane calling toward a genui ne
debate over new i deas, because we are living in a new and different
time that, coincidentally, is at the turn of the century and the turn
of the millennium but is indisputably different. It is different
because the way we work and live and relate to each other and the
rest of the world is different. It is different because the nature
of the challenges we face, anong other things, in relating to the
natural environnent are profoundly different than any previous
generation. So that's the first thing; it is different.

The second thing | would say is that | have tried to redefine what
it means for Anmericans to be engaged in what our Foundi ng Fathers
sai d woul d be our permanent mission, formng a nore perfect Union
And the Brady bill is about as good an exanple as any | can think of
for what the difference is today in Washington at |east-not so nuch
out in the country maybe but certainly in Washi ngton between the two
parti es.

If you go back to the beginning of the Republic, the people who



got us started were very snmart people; they understood that they
weren't perfect. Thomas Jefferson said when he thought of slavery,
he trenmbled to think that God was just and m ght judge himjustly.
So they knew they weren't perfect even then. And then they knew
there woul d be new and unchartered challenges in the future. But
they essentially-if you go back and read the Decl aration of

I ndependence and the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, it al
conmes down to the fact that they believe that God gave everybody the
i nherent right to life, liberty, and the pursuit-not the guarantee,
but the pursuit-of happiness, and that in those shared rights, we
were created equal, not with equal abilities, not with equal pace,
not all the same, but equal in a fundanental human sense.

And then the second thing that distinguishes the Denocrats from
t he Republicans even today, | think-even nore today than in the | ast
50 years, the Founding Fathers said, "Look, we can't pursue these
obj ectives conpletely by ourselves. W can't protect or enhance the

right tolife, liberty, and the pursuit of happi ness unl ess we band
toget her and form a governnment. But governnments ought to be limted
They ought to be limted in scope, limted in power, limted in
reach, but they should do those things that we cannot do al one. And
sonetines, in order to advance our collective life, liberty, and
happi ness, individually, we have to nake a few sacrifices." That's
really what the Brady bill is all about.

You know, in a country with 200 million guns, where |ast year
with our zero tolerance for guns, we sent hone-6,100 kids got sent
home from school because they brought guns to school, and you've seen
in the series of nurders in the schools the consequences of failure
when that policy either doesn't work or isn't enough, the Brady bill
by requiring a background check and maki ng people wait 5 days between
the tine they order and get a handgun has kept a quarter of a mllion
people with crimnal records, stalking records, or records of nenta
health instability from getting handguns. That's one of the reasons
that crinme is at a 25-year |low, and mnurder has dropped even nore.

Now, did it inconvenience sone people to wait 5 days? Doubt!l ess
so. Maybe sone people that were nmad at other people would cool down
after they waited 5 days. Is it an unconstitutional abridgenent of
the right to keep and bear arnms? Not on your life.

In 1996 one of the npbst noving encounters | had in the canpaign
was when | went back to New Hanpshire, the State that basically
allowed me to go on when the first, we now know, Republican-inspired
assault was waged against ne in 1991 and '92 in New Hanpshire. And
they gave nme a good vote, and | got to go on, so | went back there.
Then they voted for ne in 1992 for President. And in 1996 they voted
for nme again, which is unheard of because it's an overwhel mi ngly
Republican State in elections. But | went into an area of people who
are big sportsnmen, and they had defeated a Congressnman who supported
our crinme bill with the ban on assault weapons and the Brady bill
And | had all these hunters there, and |'d been going to see them a
long time. And | said, "I'Il tell you what, renmenber back in '94



when you beat that Congressnman because the NRA told you that the
Presi dent was trying to take your guns away with the assault weapons

ban, and the NRA?" | said, "Well, you beat himlast time." | said,
"Now, every one of you who |lost your hunting rifle, | expect you to
vote against ne this tine." But | said, "If you didn't, they lied to

you and you ought to get even." [Laughter] And you could have heard
a pin drop there, because they realized all of a sudden that this
sort of radical individualism neaning you have no responsibilities
to collective citizenship, was wong. And they could perfectly wel
pursue their heritage that's deeply a part of New Hanpshire where
peopl e could hunt and fish and do whatever they want and still have
sufficient restraints to try to keep our children alive. And that's
just one exanple. And |I could give you countless others.

But as you | ook ahead in a world where we have done our best to
promote gl obal nmarkets, to pronote efficient enterprise, we stil
have to recognize that there are sonme obligations we have to each

other we have to fulfill together. And as you | ook ahead, let ne
jus
mention two or three-and | won't nmention themall, but two or three.

One is, as presently structured, both the Social Security system
and the Medicare system are unsustai nable once all the baby boomers
retire. And | look at all these young people who are working here,
and young enough, nobst of them to be for nobst of us, to be our
children. Not very long ago | went home to Arkansas because we had a
terrible tornado and after | toured the damaged area, | got a bunch
of people | went to high school with to come out and have dinner with
me. We ate barbecue froma place we've been eating at 40 years and
sat around and tal ked.

Now, nost of ny high school classmates had never been to Aspen.
Most of my high school classmates are just middle class people, with
nodest incones, doing the best they can to raise their kids. But
every one of themsaid to ne, you' ve got to do sonething to nodify
the Social Security system make it as strong for us as you can, do
the best you can, but we are obsessed with not bankrupting our
children and their ability to raise our grandchildren because the
baby boom generation is so big that by the time we're all init,
there will be only two people working for every one person draw ng.

Now, | personally believe since the Denocratic Party created
Soci al Security and Medi care and since they, | believe; they' ve been
great for Anmerica, that we should take the responsibility of
constructively reform ng themrather than going into denial and
pretending that it doesn't have to be done. That's one exanpl e.

Exanpl e nunber two: We've got the best system of coll ege education
in the world, but nobody thinks we have the best elenentary and
secondary education systemin the world. Ninety percent of the kids
in this country are in public schools. We have got to nodernize
these schools, raise the standards, and do a thousand things that are



necessary that Governor Roner and | have been working on for 20 years
now i f we expect America to grow together in the 21st century.

Exanpl e nunber three-and then I'Il quit after this, although there
are nore, but | think it's inportant here in Col orado, especially in
Aspen-we' ve got to prove that we can grow the econony and inprove the
endronnment, not just preserve it the way it is but actually make it
better.

We have to nake energy use like electricity and other things in
t he next 50 years the way el ectronics has been in the | ast 50, where
everything gets smaller and smaller and smaller, with nore and nore
power .

| nentioned this at the previous dinner, but I'll say it again:
The main reason we have a year 2000 problemwith all these conputers,
you know, where everybody is afraid that we'll flip into-at the

stroke of m dnight, Decenmber 31st, January 1st, 1999, 2000, we'll al
go back to 1900 and everything will stop, is because we conputerized
early in Anmerica. And when we conputerized, these chips that hold
menory were rudi nentary by today's standards. And so they had al

the nunbers they did on dates, they just had the last 2 years, they
didn't have 4 years. So they're not capable of naking this
transition.

Today, it's a no-brainer. If you were building something today,
the power of these chips is so great, nobody would even think about
meking it possible to have four digits on there and you could go
right on until the year 9999. So we've got to deal with this
education challenge. And we've got to prove that we can do it. And
then the second thing we have to do on this is to prove that we can
do with energy what we have done with el ectronics and the conputer
chi p.

The best exanple of that that all of you will be able to access
within 3 or 4 years is a fuel-injection engine, where today about 70
percent of the heat value of gasoline is lost as it works its way
through a regul ar engi ne, when the fuel can be directly injected into
the process of turning the engi ne over you will cut greenhouse gas
em ssions by 75 to 80 percent and triple mleage. And that's just
one exanpl e.

I was in a |l owincone housing devel opment in California a couple
weeks ago where the windows let in twice as nmuch |ight and kept out
twice as nmuch heat and cold. Al of this is designed to do in energy
what we have already done in electronics and so many ot her things.
This is a huge challenge. | was pleased to wake up just the other
norning and | ook at CNN;, the first story was on climte change
because of all the scorching heat in the South and the fires in
Florida, pointing out that the 9 hottest years ever recorded have
occurred in the last 11 years; the 5 hottest years ever recorded have



all occurred in the 1990's; 199 was the hottest year ever recorded;
and each and every nonth of 1998 has broken that nonth's record for
1997.

This is not a gane. We cannot afford to go into denial about
this. We have to find a way to reduce the em ssion of greenhouse
gases into the atnosphere and still keep grow ng the econony, not
just for America but for China, for India, for all the people that
are looking for their future. These are just three exanples.

The last point: 50 years ago tonmorrowl had this on ny mnd because
| dedicated the aircraft carrier, the Harry Truman, today; sone of
you may have seen it on TV tonight-50 years ago tonorrow Harry Truman
signed the Executive order ending segregation in the United States
mlitary. And 50 years later-there are a | ot of people who whined
and squall ed about it and said it was the end of the world and how
awful it would be-50 years later we have the finest military in the
world, in no small neasure because it is the nmost racially diverse
mlitary in the world, where everybody neets uniform standards of
excel | ence.

Today we have one school district in Washington-across the river
from Washi ngton, DC, with children from 180 different national and
et hni ¢ groups, speaking over 100 different native |anguages-one
school district.

So that's the last point I will nmake. It is particularly

i nportant that we figure out howto |ive together and work together
to relish our differences but understand that what binds us together
is more inportant. Wen you | ook at Kosovo and Bosnia, when you | ook
at Northern Ireland and the M ddl e East, when you |look at the triba
warfare in Rwanda and el sewhere, you | ook at the way the whole world
i s bedeviled by not being able to get along because of their racial
ethnic, and religious differences, if you want Anmerica to do a good
job in the rest of the world, we have to be good at hone.

Those are sone of the things | think we should be thinking about.
And | believe politics should be about this. So if when you turn on
the television at night and you hear reports about what's being
di scussed in Washington, the tone in which it's being discussed, and
the alternatives that are being presented, you hardly ever hear this,

do you? You ought to ask yourself why. | can tell you this: You
hel p nore of our guys get in, what you' re doing by your presence
here, you'll have nore of this kind of discussion, and | think
Anmerica will be better in the 21st century.

Thank you very much. National Econony

Q As you know, |I'm a Houstonian, but | have a house down the
street fromny friends, the Goldbergs. | want to say that in your



| ast trimester of your stewardship, | renenber sitting on a bus with
Senat or John Breaux, my boyhood friend, and you tal ked about your

pl ans for Anerica. And | haven't seen this in the paper lately, but

I guess | want to tell you that we recognize |low interest rates; we
recogni ze low inflation and, | think, a boom ng econony. And | think
with that track record that | should be reading that in the paper
nore. But | want to tell you that | thank you, and | think all these
peopl e here thank you.

The President. Thank you. If | could just say one thing about
it- as you well know, because you work all over the world, the
econony is a constantly noving target. And | amvery grateful we
have the | owest unenploynment rate in 28 years and the | owest
percentage of people on welfare in 29 years and the | owest inflation
in 32 years and the highest honeownership ever. That's the good
news.

About a third of our econom c growh has come from exports. About
athird to 40 percent of our export growth-40 percent-has gone in
Asia. If Asia goes down, our export growth goes down; our econom c
grow h goes down. That is already happening. So one of the things
that | think is very inportant to do is that we inpress upon the
Menbers of Congress, both Republican and Denocratic, that we have to
do those things which are designed to keep the rest of the world
growi ng. Ot herwi se, we can't grow.

We are 4 percent of the world' s popul ation; we have 20 percent of
the world's incone. It does not require nmuch mathematica
conputation to realize that if we want to sustain our income, we have
to sell nore to the other 96 percent of the people in the world.

And that's why |'ve been in such a big fight in Washington to fund
America's dues to the International Mnetary Fund to noderni ze and
strengthen and restore growh in these economes, why | want to see
us continue to be engaged with Japan, why | went to China because a
strong econony will cure a |ot of social problems. And very few
soci al problenms can be cured in a denbcracy in the absence of a
strong econony because the m ddl e class becones preoccupied with its
own probl ens.

But in this day and age, we can't sustain a strong economy wi thout
a strong foreign policy that comrts us to be constructively involved
with the rest of the world. And one of the things that | worry nost
about in Washington is in various ways, there are elenents that are
still-sonme in our party but nore in the other party-still pulling
away from our constructive engagenment in the rest of the world. W
cannot becone what we ought to become unless we continue to get nore
deeply involved, not less involved, with the rest of the world. But
| thank you for what you said.

Go ahead.



Republ i can Congress

Q You nentioned Harry Truman, and | still renenber those
headl i nes, "Dewey Wns," right? And in fact it was Harry that won.
And ny question is, | believe-l amnot smart enough to know exactly

why, but | believe that one of the reasons he won is he said, that
do- not hi ng 80th Congress-is that the right nunber, 80-1 hope-and
we're going to really show them

When are we goi ng to-when do your advisers say it's tine to start
talking in the parts of matter instead of nmore that sort of globa
thing where we are all going to be together and be all a happy
famly?

The President. Well, | have been hitting thempretty hard over
the way they killed the tobacco bill, the way they are so far killing
the Patients' Bill of Rights, the way they killed canpaign finance
reform the way they are endangering our future econom c prosperity
by wal ki ng away from our dues to the International Mnetary Fund.

You know | haven't attacked them personally in the way they have
attacked ne, but I've tried to make it clear that | think there are
serious risks being played with Anerica's future there. But |
frankly, believe that we have to wait until-see what happens in the
first 2 weeks after the August recess. They're about to go out.

Then they' Il conme back, and they'll have to nmake a final decision
whet her they are going to work with us to get sonething done for
Anerica or whether they're just going to play politics. And

believe the Anerican people will have an extrenely negative reaction
if they wal k awmay as a do-nothi ng Congress.

So far-one of the major papers called them a "done-nothing”
Congress. They said so far, they're a "done-nothi ng" Congress.
They're not yet a do-nothing Congress because they still have a few
days left. But they're not neeting very nmuch this year and so far-|I
just think that they believe that conventional wi sdomis that when
times are good, incunbents all win, so what they really have to do is
to keep their base happy. And in this case, the base is the npst
i deol ogi cally conservative people in the country. And | think they
think they can keep them happy just by banging on ne and doing a few
ot her things.

And | basically disagree with that because | do not think, as good
as tines are, | don't think this is an inherently stable tine-I nean,
stable is wong. | think it's stable but not status quo. | think
all you have to | ook5 years ago, Japan thought they had a permanent
formula for prosperity. Now they've had 5 years of no growth, and
their stock market has lost half its val ue.



But one of the reasons that our country is working so well is that
the private sector, the entrepreneurs in this countr y, can stay in
constant notion. There are opportunities out there. They can see
things that are changi ng, and they can nove and everything. And
we've got to equip nore people to do that. But | guess |I'mhaving a
vi gorous agreement with you, but | think the Republican politica
analysis is that they can get by this election by doing nothing
because times are so good that all incunbents will benefit, even if
the President is nore benefited than others.

My belief is that the good times inpose on us a specia
responsibility to bear down and take on these |ong-term chall enges
because good tines never |ast forever and because things inherently
change nore rapidly now than they ever have before. So | think
they're maki ng probably a political mscalculation and certainly a
m scal cul ation in terns of what's best for our country. And | think
you' Il hear nore of it in the last 6 weeks before the election. Yes?

1998 El ecti ons

Q The Republican Party has clearly been captured by the
conservative ideal ogue. The Christian right, the religious right,
knows what they're doing; they know what they believe; they' re wel
organi zed; and | think they are probably the nost-[inaudible]-that we
have. On the other hand, Denocrats, we have a-all of us have a
tradition of understanding and of tolerance for the discrepancies and
the differences in opinions across the party, we're not so wel
organi zed. How do we face this

The President. Well, first of al

Q election against people who are as determ ned, as wel
organi zed, and as well funded as the conservative right is?

The President. Well, we are working hard to get better organi zed.
And | think we are going to be better organized than we ever have
been. W were quite well organized in '96, and we did well. W

woul d have won the House in '96, but for the fact that in the last 10
days of the election, in the 20 closest races they out-spent us 41/2
to one-in the last 10 days. Over and above that, you had all these
third party groups like the Christian Coalition groups, doing nass
mailings into these districts, basically tal king about what heat hens
our candi dates were.

And | think the Denpocrats are just going to have to deci de whether
they're going to be tough enough to handle that, | nean, we don't-but
I think we will be better organized. | think we will be better
funded this tine. They did their best to bankrupt us the last 2
years, and it didn't work



So | think if we're better organized and better funded and we
train our candi dates better, then what we have to do is be ready for
that | ast 10-day onsl aught where the Christian Coalition and the
other far right groups do these heavy, heavy nmmilings basically
trying to convince the people they're nmailing to that we're cultura
aliens and that we don't have good val ues, and we don't support
famlies, and the country will cone apart at the seans if we becone
the majority again. And if we're tough enough to handle that, |
think we've got a chance to do pretty well

We were doing fine in '96, we just didn't have enough amrunition
at the end. W were so far down in '95 that we had to spend a | ot of
our party nmoney go get back up, and then the |ast 10 days they just
bl ew us away. But you've helped a | ot by being here, and | think we
know now t hat you don't have to descend to the | evel of persona
nmeanness that your attackers do, but you do have to show a sinilar
| evel of vigor, with a strategy that will work.

My own viewis that we've got a strategy that will work; we' ve got
a nessage that will play. And you asked about the partisanship
thing- the nost effective partisan attack, and a truthful one, is to
say that they are being partisan in preventing us from nmeking
progress. It's not just to say Denocrats are better than
Republicans. It's to say they're being partisan; they're preventing
us from meki ng progress. Here are our ideas. Now, what are their
i deas. Measure themup. Twothirds of the American people will pick
ours. So if they don't stanpede us with fear and noney, we'll do
fine. And that's the ultimte answer to the question you asked.

Q M. President, first of all, | think it's really wonderful -
you' ve had a |l ong day, and you're answering our questions. That's
really the American way. Thank you.

The President. It's 1:15 a.m our tine. Internationa
Envi ronnent al | ssues

Q [l naudible]-incredible things worldwi de. | read the newspapers
where you even got those two suspected terrorists and they may end up
getting tried in The Hague. And that's wonderful. And NAFTA was the
greatest thing. | know you have to give and take, M. President, but
during NAFTA | know one of the things you had to kind of give on a
bit was to |l et the Mexican fishermen take up to 10, 000 dol phins and
kill them Is there any way in the |last year and a half we could
take a couple of these ecol ogical issues and maybe readdress them
again to help make the world a better place to |ive?

The President. Well, we've got a | ot ofone of the reasons we did
that is that we finally got the Mexicans to agree to at |east end
some of the unsanitary conditions under which people were |iving



al ong the border. And we tried to build up a border conmi ssion that
woul d allow us to invest in the environment and el evate the public
health of the people in the Maquill adora areas along the border

| think that you will see, | predict, a nunmber of areas where
there will be advances in wildlife protection and the environnent in
the last 2 years. We're doing our best to get a nmuch broader
agreenent, for exanple, on all kinds of efforts to restore the oceans
generally. There's been a significant and alarm ng deterioration in
the oceans, not unrelated to climte change and gl obal warn ng but
caused by forces in addition to that. There is a dead spot the size
of the State of New Jersey in the Gulf of Mexico outside the mouth of
the M ssissippi, for exanple. And we're trying to address all those.

| believe the American people-l1 think within a decade you'll see
an overwhelnmng majority of the American people for operationa
environnental i sm Today we have 70 percent of our people, our
environnentalists and alnost all little children are-it's sonething
they have to be taught to abandontheir instincts are to preserve the
planet. But | think that people still believe something | don't
anynore, which is that you have to give up all this if you want to
grow t he econony. | just don't believe that. And | think that you
will see a steady novenent toward nore aggressive environmental
policies which will conme to dom nate both parties, | believe, in the
next 10 years. And | hope before | |leave office | can do nore.

I even had sonebody from Utah come up to me toni ght and thank ne
for saving the Red Rocks, the Grand Staircase Escal ante, you know who
said they didn't think it was right when | did it before.

Moderator. M. President, | know your schedule. Wuld you nnd
taking just a couple nore?

The President. Go ahead.

Nucl ear Proliferation in South Asia

Q M. President, |I've got a question about foreign policy. Do
you have any concern about India and Paki stan, South Asia, what's
happeni ng over there? And what kind of |eadership role can you take
to bring peace over there or even float the idea of creating an
i ndependent country of Kashmir, because that's the biggest problem
t here? What can you do about it?

The President. Well, one of the problens we've had-1 thought-I
actually feel bad about this because | had a trip set up for the fal
to India and Pakistan. And in 1993, when | took office, I got all of
our peopleactually, before | took office-and | said, "Let's |ook at
the major foreign policy challenges this country faces and figure out



how we're going to deal with themand in what order." And as you

m ght i mgi ne, we went through the M ddle East and Bosnia, and then
we had Haiti on the list. W went through the idea that we had to
build a trade alliance with Latin America, that we needed a
systematic outreach to Africa, that the big i ssues were how were
Russia and China going to define their future greatness and could we
avoid a destructive future. And we worked hard on that.

But | told everybody at the tine, | said, one of the things that
never gets in the newspapers in America is the relationship between
I ndi a and Paki stan and what happens on the Indian subcontinent, where
they al ready-1ndia already has a popul ati on of over 900 mllion, in
30 years it will be nore populous than China; it already has the
worl d's biggest middle class. And Pakistan has well over 100 mllion
peopl e and so does Bangl adesh. So it's an anmmzi ng pl ace.

So | had planned to go there with plans to try to help resolve the
conflicts between the two countries. One big problemis India
steadfastly resists having any third party, whether it's the United
States or the United Nations or anybody else, try to nediate on
Kashmir. It's not surprising. India is bigger than Pakistan, but
there are nore Muslinms than Hi ndus in Kashmir. | mean, it's notthe
same reason that Pakistan, on the flipside, is dying to have
i nternational nediation because of the way the nunbers work.

What | think we have to do is go back to find a series of
confi dence-buil di ng neasure which will enable these two nations to
wor k together and trust each other nore and to nove back fromthe
brink of mlitary confrontation and from nucl ear confrontation. And
we have to find a way to involve the Russians and the Chinese because
the Indi ans always say they're building nuclear power because of
Chi na being a nucl ear power and the border disputes they' ve had with
Chi na. And, oh, by the way, we happen to have this Pakistan
probl em

So | have spent a lot of time on that, even though it hasn't

achieved a |lot of notoriety in the press. And I'mstill hopeful that
before the year is over, we'll be able to put them back on the right
path toward nore constructive relations. | nmean, India,

i nterestingly enough, is a denocracy just as diverse, if not nore
di verse, than Anerica. Al npst no one knows this. But nost-nost, but
not allthe various nminorities groups in India live along the borders
of Indiain the north. And it's just-it would be, | think, a
terrible tragedy if Hindu nationalismled to both estrangenent with
the Muslim countries on the border and the mnorities-Mslimand

ot herwi se-wi thin the borders of India when Ghandi basically set the

country up as a nodel of what we would all |ike to be and when
India's denpcracy has survived for 50 years under the nobst adverse
ci rcunst ances conceivable and is now, | believe, in a position to

really build a | evel of prosperity that has not been possible before.

| feel the sane thing with the Pakistanis. | think if they could



somehow-t hey' re nuch nore vul nerable to these economi ¢ sanctions than
the Indians are. If they could sonehow ease their concerns which are
| eading to such enornmous mlitary expenditures and put it into people

expenditures, we could build a different future there. | don't know
if I can do any good with it, but |I certainly intend to try because
think, whether we like it or not, | think that the one good thing

that the nuclear tests have done is that they have awakened the West,
and Anericans in particular, to the idea that a |lot of our children's
future will depend on what happens in the |Indian subcontinent.

Q How about if you called their Prime Mnisters here?

The President. Well, | can't force a settlenment on them but |
can-that's why | say because of their relationships with India and
China, we need their help as well. And so far-excuse ne-with Russia

and China. And so far, the Russians and the Chi nese have been very
hel pful to me in trying to work out a policy that we can pursue. But

I["mworking on it. Believe ne, if | thought it would work, | would
do it tomorrow, and | will continue to explore every conceivabl e
opti on.

Q That's great. Thank you very nuch. The President. Thanks.
One | ast question. Go ahead.

Intellectual Property Rights

Q I"man intellectual property owner. | represent a | ot of
entrepreneurial and i ndependent interests against a |lot of the |large
nmul ti nati onal conpanies. | know what it's like to be on the nose

cone of a missile pretty nmuch. And these interests can tell us that
basically that black is white in Congress and try to weaken the
pat ent system and protection of intellectual property.

Governor Roner's son is one of the nost vocal spokesmen for-
[inaudi bl e]-the thing that differentiates us fromthe rest of the
world is intellectual property.

The President. Well, it's interesting that you'd say that. First
of all, | don't think we should weaken the system And secondly, |
thi nk we shoul d continue to aggressively pursue those protections in
our trade relations. | have spent an enornous anount of tinme with

the Chinese, for exanple, trying to protect against pirated CD s of
all kinds and other technol ogy.

And t he consequences are far greater than they used to be. And we
al ways had a ot of this in Asia. W had Gucci handbags and the
Rol ex watches and then when | first went to Taiwan 20 years ago, you
could buy all the |atest hardcover books for $1.50; that was
sonet hi ng that was done. But the volune and | evel of trade and the



i nterconnections and the sophistication of what was bei ng copied were
nowhere near what they are today where you're tal king about billions
and billions and billions of dollars that can literally underm ne the
creative enterprise of whole sectors of our econony.

So | think it's inportant, first, to keep the legal protections
there, but secondly, it's inportant that the United States nmeke this
a big part of our foreign policy and all of our trade policy. And we
try to do it. |I spent a huge amount of tine on it nyself.

Educat i on

Q M. President, recently Massachusetts had sone ugly test scores
fromits teachers; they couldn't pass |t h grade equival ency. And
there's a problem | guess, in other States, as well. Is there any
way that the education of the kids-[inaudible]-it will take another
generation to upgrade the teaching in the public school s?

The President. Well, first of all, yes I think-1 advocate-I think
what Massachusetts did was a good thing, not a bad thing. Mst
people, every tinme they read bad news think this is a bad thing.
Soneti nes when you read bad news, it's a good thing, because
ot herwi se how are you going to make it better if you don't know what
the facts are? So the first thing I'd like to say is we ought to
gi ve Massachusetts a pat on the back for having the guts to have the
teacher testing, get the facts out, and deal with them

Now, what | think should happen is, | think every State should do
this for first-tine teachers just the way they do it for |awers and
doctors. Then | believe there should be a much nore vigorous system
for trying to support and inprove teaching as we go along, trying to
bring like retired people with degrees in science and mat hematics and
other things into the teacher corps, which is very uneven across the
country.

And there's also sonething called the National Board for
Pr of essi onal Teacher Standards, which certifies master teachers every
year, people who have great academ c know edge, could knock the socks
of f that test, and people who have proven ability in the classroom
And one of the things that |1've got in my budget is enough noney to
fund 100, 000 of those nmaster teachers, which would be enough to put
one nmaster teacher in every school building in the country. And if
you | ook at-1 don't want to enbarrass him but Tony Robbins standing
here-if you ever listen to his tapes or |ook at himon television
you know he's a teacher. He's teaching people to change how t hey
behave. Well, it just stands to reason that if you could get one
really great teacher in every class, in every school building in
Anerica, you would change the culture of that school building if they
had nmentoring as part of their responsibility. So | think this is a
huge deal. But let me say, there's a lot nore to do. You have to
recogni ze, too, that we have to do nore to get young people into



teaching, even if they only stay a few years-really bright young
peopl e. One of the proposals |I've got before the Congress today
woul d fund several thousand young people going into inner-city
school s and ot her underserved areas to teach just for a couple of
years and they would, in turn, get a lot of their college costs
knocked of f for doing it. Congress hasn't adopted it yet, but |
think that's another inportant avenue to consider. You' ve got to-the
quality of teaching matters.

Now, | won't go through ny whol e educati on agenda with you, but
the other thing that you have to renenber whether you're in Col orado
or anyplace else, is that when nost of us who are ny age at |east
were children, the smartest wonen were teachi ng because they couldn't
do anything else for a living. And they weren't nmking nuch for
doing it, but it was all they could do.

And now, a smart wonman can run a big company, can create a conpany
and then take it public and be worth several hundrednillion dollars,
can be elected to the United States Senate and, before you knowit,
will be President of the United States. So that neans if you want
good young people to be teachers, we're going to have to pay them
nore. And that's-everybody nods their head and then nobody wants to
come up with the bread to do it, but you've got to do it. | nean,
there's no question about it. If you really want to maintain quality
over a long period of tine, you have to do-you have to pay peopl €;
you have to inprove the pay scal es.

The best short-run fix is to get really smart people who did other
t hi ngs and now have good retirement income to cone in because they
don't need the salary as nuch, or to get really snmart young people to
do it for a few years as soon as they get out of college by hel ping
them cover their college costs.

Moderator. M. President, M chael Gol dberg prom sed nme he woul d
show nme some reruns of his brother, the westler, on winning his
chanpi onship after you were done speaki ng.

The President. I'mreally inpressed by that.

Moderator. You're running nme out of ny tinme on watching that
wrestling. [Laughter]

The President. Thank you very nuch.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 p.m at a private residence.
In his remarks, he referred to dinner hosts M chael and Ana Gol dberg;
Gov. Roy Roner of Col orado, general chair, Denpcratic Nationa
Committee; and notivational speaker Anthony Robbins. A tape was not
avail able for verification of the content of these remark






