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Joint declaration by President WIlliam Jefferson Clinton and European
Conmi ssi on President Ronano Prod
WlliamJ Cinton

Cct ober 27, 1999

1. President Clinton and President Prodi held a w de-ranging
di scussi on on 27 Cctober about the prospects for |aunching a new
Round of trade negotiations in the World Trade Organi zati on (WO
next nonth at Seattle. There was an essential overlap of interests
and a desire to collaborate closely to bridge renmining differences.

2. They recalled the EU-U. S. Bonn Declaration of June 1999, where
we agreed that "together we can advance our shared val ues, our
common security and our nutual prosperity nore effectively than
either of us alone. Together . . . we can face . . . the conplexity
of ensuring that denocracy and free markets inprove tangibly the
lives of people in a rapidly globalizing world."

3. Mndful of the essential role played by the nultilateral trading
systemin supporting over the |last 50 years the greatest econonic
expansion in history and nore recently in containing the adverse
i npacts of econonmic downturns in Asia and el sewhere, the two | eaders
agreed to strive to secure agreenent in Seattle to |launch a new
Round of gl obal trade negoti ations.

4. Their discussions concentrated on the possible topics for a new
Round and how to provide nmomentum for a successful |aunch at
Seattle. Not only agriculture and services, but a nunmber of other
i ssues need to be included, to neet the U S. and EU s respective
interests and those of our partners, but also to ensure that the WO
continues to be a leading part of the solution to the problens that
will confront the global econony in the next century. In this
respect, they discussed topics such as conprehensive market access;
greater coherence in international econonmc policy making to
conpl ement and enhance the work underway in the Bretton Wods
institutions and other UN agenci es; governnent procuremnment
(including transparency and nmarket access); foreign direct
i nvestmment; electronic comrerce (including extension of the
nor at ori um agreed | ast May); competition; trade facilitation
trade-related intellectual property rights protection (TRIPS);
technical barriers to trade; and the issue of early agreenents,
provi si onal where necessary. While differences remain between the
United States and the European Union as to the npbst appropriate
scope for the forthcom ng negotiations, both sides agreed to
continue to take forward their discussions in a constructive spirit
in forthcom ng weeks.



5. The | eaders agreed that the new round had to be definitively
different in content and process fromits predecessors. For exampl e,
we had to take into account the rapid advances in technol ogy,
particularly related to el ectronic comrerce. They agreed on the goa
of better addressing the social dinensions of trade by pronpbting a
substantive di alogue with our partners, involving the WO and t he
ILO, although we still differ on the nodalities. The dial ogue woul d
i nclude an exam nation of the rel ationship between trade policy,
trade |iberalization, devel opnent and fundanmental |abor rights, so
as to maxim ze the benefits of open trade for workers. The two
| eaders al so agreed that the new round should enhance the potentia
for positive synergies between trade |iberalization, environnenta
protection and econom ¢ devel opnent.

6. But the agenda for the new Round al so had to address the needs
and interests of all our partners. Although major players in the
wor |l d econony, the U S. and EU needed to do nore than in previous
Rounds to work with all our partners in the VIO system The new
Round shoul d of fer nmjor opportunities to the devel oping countries,
strengthening their role in the world econony. Particular attention
needs to be paid to the | east devel oped countries. Their concerns
and interests should be fully taken into account, including through
specifically targeted, enhanced, and effective market access and
capacity buil ding.

7. An additional inportant new el ement was to nake the nultilatera
tradi ng system as responsive as possible to all our citizens. The
two | eaders agreed to work vigorously to assure the public that the
tradi ng system and the WO as an institution works in the broadest
interests of everyone-and to ensure that this remnins the case. Both
| eaders renewed their commtnent to the WO Di spute Settl enent
System and agreed that WO deci sions shoul d be respected and
i mpl enented. The | eaders also anticipated ratifying at Seattle a
package of inprovenents to the Dispute Settlenment Understanding.
Additionally, they agreed to work towards enhanced transparency in
the WIO deci si onnaki ng process.

Washi ngton, D.C., 27 Cctober 1999



