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In the | ast decade of the twentieth century, scientists from around
the world initiated one of the nobst significant scientific projects
of all tinme: to determine the DNA sequence of the entire human
genone, the human genetic blueprint. Progressing ahead of schedul e,
human genome research is rapidly advanci ng our understandi ng of the
causes of human disease and will serve as the foundation for
devel opnent of a new generation of effective treatnents,
preventions, and cures.

To realize the full prom se of this research, raw fundamental data
on the human genone, including the human DNA sequence and its
variations, should be nmade freely available to scientists
everywhere. Unencunbered access to this information will pronote
di scoveries that will reduce the burden of disease, inprove health
around the world, and enhance the quality of |ife for all hunmankind.
Intellectual property protection for genebased inventions will also
play an inportant role in stinmulating the devel opment of inportant
new heal th care products.

We appl aud the decision by scientists working on the Human Genone
Project to rel ease raw fundanental information about the hunman DNA
sequence and its variants rapidly into the public domain, and we
comrend other scientists around the world to adopt this policy.

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content
of this joint statenment.



