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April 21, 2000

By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The Library of Congress is truly America' s library. Established on
April 24, 1800, as the Congress prepared to transfer the Federa
Government from Phil adel phia to Washington, D.C., it is our
country's ol dest Federal cultural institution. Wth Thonas
Jefferson's private library-acquired in 1815--as its core, the
Li brary of Congress has reflected fromits earliest days the breadth
and variety of Jefferson's interests and his |ove of denpcracy,
expandi ng the store of human know edge, and hel pi ng ensure the free
flow of ideas.

Two centuries later, the Library's collections remain diverse and
expansi ve, containing materials on virtually every subject, in
virtually every medium The Library houses approxinmately 120 mllion
items, including nore than 18 m|lion books and sonme of the world's
| argest collections of maps, manuscripts, photographs, prints,
newspapers, sound recordings, notion pictures, and other research
materials. The Library also offers w de-ranging services to the
Governnment and the public, serving sinultaneously as a |egislative
library and the major research armof the United States Congress;

t he copyright agency of the United States; the world s |argest |aw
library; and a major center for preserving research materials and
for digitizing docunents, manuscripts, maps, notion pictures, and
ot her specialized materials for use on the Internet.

Today, Anerica's library is also the world's library. An
i nternational resource of unparalleled reach, the Library of
Congress provides services through its 21 reading roons in 3
buil dings on Capitol Hill as well as electronitally through its web
site, which registers nore than 4 mllion transactions each workday
from people around the globe. Wth its renmarkable coll ections and
resources, the Library has truly fulfilled its stated mission to
make "avail able and useful . . . and to sustain and preserve a
uni versal collection of know edge and creativity for future
generations.”



Li brari es have al ways enabl ed people, in the words of Janes
Madi son, to "arm thensel ves with the power which know edge gives."
These words, inscribed at the entrance of the Janes Madi son Menoria
Buil ding of the Library of Congress, are a tribute to the Library's
past and a sustaining goal as it enbarks on its third century.

Now, Therefore, I, WIlliamJ. Cinton, President of the United
States of Anerica, by virtue of the authority vested in nme by the
Constitution and | aws of the United States, do hereby proclaimApri
24, 2000, as a time to commenorate the Bicentennial of the Library
of Congress. | call upon the people of the United States to observe
this occasion with appropriate programs, cerenonies, and activities
that cel ebrate the many contributions the Library of Congress has
made to strengthening our denocracy and our national culture.

In Wtness Whereof, | have hereunto set ny hand this twenty-first
day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
I ndependence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fourth.

WlliamJ. Cinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 8:45 a.m, Apri
24, 2000]

NOTE: This procl amati on was published in the Federal Register on
April 25. This itemwas not received in tine for publication in the
appropriate issue.



