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By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

Cont ai ni ng the hi ghest known density of archaeol ogical sites in the
Nati on, the Canyons of the Ancients National Mnunent hol ds evi dence
of cultures and traditions spanning thousands of years. This area,
with its intertwined natural and cultural resources, is a rugged
| andscape, a quality that greatly contributes to the protection of
its scientific and historic objects. The nonunent offers an
unparal | el ed opportunity to observe, study, and experience how
cultures lived and adapted over tine in the American Sout hwest.

The conpl ex | andscape and remar kabl e cul tural resources of the
Canyons of the Ancients National Mpnunment have been a focal point
for archaeol ogical interest for over 125 years. Archaeol ogi cal and
historic objects such as cliff dwellings, villages, great kivas,
shrines, sacred springs, agricultural fields, check dans,
reservoirs, rock art sites, and sweat |odges are spread across the
| andscape. More than five thousand of these archaeol ogically
i nportant sites have been recorded, and thousands nore await
docunent ati on and study. The Mocki ngbird Mesa area has over forty
sites per square nile, and several canyons in that area hold nore
than three hundred sites per square nmle

Peopl e have lived and | abored to survive anpbng these canyons and
nmesas for thousands of years, fromthe earliest known hunters
crossing the area 10,000 years ago or nore, through Ancestra
Puebl oan farmers, to the Ute, Navajo, and European settlers whose
descendants still call this area hone. There is scattered evi dence
t hat Pal eo- I ndi ans used the region on a sporadic basis for hunting
and gathering until around 7500 B.C. During the Archaic period,
general ly covering the next six thousand years, occupation of the
Four Corners area was doninated by hunters and gatherers.

By about 1500 B.C., the nore sedentary Basket makers spread over the
| andscape. As Ancestral Northern Puebl oan peopl e occupied the area
around 750 A.D., farm ng began to bl ossom and continued through
about 1300 A.D., as the area becane part of a nuch |arger
prehistoric cultural region that included Mesa Verde to the
sout heast. Year-round villages were established, originally
consisting of pit house dwellings, and |later evolving to



wel | -recogni zed cliff dwellings. Many archaeol ogi sts now believe
that throughout this time span, the Ancestral Northern Puebl oan
peopl e periodically aggregated into |arger conmunities and dispersed
into smaller community units. Specifically, during Pueblo | (about
700-900 A.D.) the occupation and site density in the nmonunment area

i ncreased. Dwellings tended to be small, with three or four roons.
Then, during Pueblo Il (about900-1150 A D.), settlenents were

di m ni shed and highly dispersed. Late in Pueblo Il and in early
Pueblo I'll, around 1150 A.D., the size and number of settlenents

again increased and residential clustering began. Later pueblos were
larger nmulti-storied masonry dwellings with forty to fifty roons.
For the renai nder of Pueblo Il (1150-1300 A.D.), nmjor aggregation
occurred in the nonunent, typically at large sites at the heads of
canyons. One of these sites includes remains of about 420 rooms, 90
kivas, a great kiva, and a plaza, covering nore than ten acres in
all. These villages were w apped around the upper reaches of canyons
and spread down onto talus slopes, enclosed year-round springs and
reservoirs, and included | ow, defensive walls. The changes in
architecture and site planning reflected a shift fromindependent
househol ds to a nmore conmunal lifestyle.

Farm ng during the Puebl oan period was affected by popul ation
grow h and changing climate and precipitation patterns. As the
popul ati on grew, the Ancestral Puebl oans expanded into increasingly
mar gi nal areas. Natural resources were conproni sed and poor soil and
growi ng conditions made survival increasingly difficult. Wen dry
condi tions persisted, Pueblo conmmunities noved to the south,
sout hwest, and sout heast, where descendants of these Ancestra
Puebl oan peoples live today.

Soon after the Ancestral Puebloans |eft the monunent area, the
nomadi ¢ Ut e and Navaj o took advantage of the natural diversity found
in the variable topography by nmoving to | ower areas, including the
monurent ' s nmesas and canyons, during the cool er seasons. A snal
nunber of forked stick hogans, brush shelters, and wi ckiups are the
nost obvi ous remants of this period of occupation

The natural resources and spectacular |and forns of the nonument
hel p expl ai n why past and present cultures have chosen to live in
the area. The geol ogy of the monunment evokes the very essence of the
Aneri can Southwest. Structurally part of the Paradox Basin, froma
di stance the | andscape | ooks deceptively benign. Fromthe MEl no
Done in the southern part of the nonument, the [ and slopes gently to
the north, giving no indication of its true character. Once inside
the area, however, the geol ogy becones nore rugged and dissected.

Ri sing sharply to the north of McElno Creek, the MEl no Dome itself
is buttressed by sheer sandstone cliffs, with mesa tops rimred by
caprock, and deeply incised canyons.

The nmonunment is honme to a wide variety of wildlife species,
i ncl udi ng uni que herpetol ogi cal resources. Crucial habitat for the
Mesa Verde ni ght snake, |ong-nosed | eopard |izard, and tw n-spotted
spiny lizard can be found within the nonunent in the area north of
Yel | ow Jacket Canyon. Peregrine fal cons have been observed in the
area, as have gol den eagles, Anerican kestrels, red-tail ed hawks,
and northern harriers. Gane birds |like Ganbel's quail and nourning
dove are found throughout the nonunment both in dry, upland habitats,
and in lush riparian habitat along the canyon bottons.



Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |landnarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Governnent of the United States to be national nonunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such lands as a national nmonunment to be known as the Canyons
of the Ancients National Mnunent:

Now, Therefore, I, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Canyons of the
Anci ents National Mnument, for the purpose of protecting the
objects identified above, all lands and interests in |ands owned or
controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
described on the map entitled "Canyons of the Ancients Nationa
Monurment " attached to and formng a part of this proclamation. The
Federal land and interests in |land reserved consi st of approximtely
164, 000 acres, which is the smallest area conpatible with the proper
care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or other disposition under the
public land laws, including but not limted to withdrawal from
| ocation, entry, and patent under the mning |laws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to mineral |easing, other than
by exchange that furthers the protective purposes of the nonunent,
and except for oil and gas |easing as prescribed herein

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the
Secretary of the Interior shall prohibit all notorized and
nmechani zed vehicl e use off road, except for emergency or authorized
adm ni strative purposes.

Lands and interests in lands within the proposed nonunment not owned
by the United States shall be reserved as a part of the nmonunent
upon acquisition of title thereto by the United States.

Because nost of the Federal |ands have already been | eased for oi
and gas, which includes carbon di oxide, and devel opnent is already
occurring, the nmonument shall remain open to oil and gas |easing and
devel opnent; provided, the Secretary of the Interior shall nanage
t he devel opnent, subject to valid existing rights, so as not to
create any new inpacts that interfere with the proper care and
managenent of the objects protected by this proclamation; and
provided further, the Secretary may i ssue new | eases only for the
pur pose of pronoting conservation of oil and gas resources in any
conmon reservoir now bei ng produced under existing | eases, or to
protect agai nst drai nage.



The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a transportation plan
t hat addresses the actions, including road closures or travel
restrictions, necessary to protect the objects identified in this
procl amati on.

The Secretary of the Interior shall nmanage the nmonunent through the
Bureau of Land Managenent, pursuant to applicable | egal authorities,
to i npl ement the purposes of this proclamation.

The establishment of this nmonunent is subject to valid existing
rights.

Nothing in this proclamati on shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of Colorado with respect to fish and
wi |l dlife managerent.

This proclamati on does not reserve water as a matter of Federa
law. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a
relinqui shnent or reduction of any water use or rights reserved or
appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this
procl amati on. The Bureau of Land Managenent shall work with
appropriate State authorities to ensure that any water resources
needed for nonunent purposes are avail abl e.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the rights of any Indian tribe.

Laws, regul ations, and policies followed by the Bureau of Land
Management in issuing and adm nistering grazing permts or |eases on
all lands under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard
to the lands in the nonunent.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deenmed to affect the
managenent of Hovenweep National Mnunment by the National Park
Service (Proclamation 1654 of March 2, 1923, Proclamation 2924 of
May |, 1951, and Proclamation 2998 of Novenber 26, 1952).

Nothing in this proclanmation shall be deemed to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the national
nonunent shall be the dom nant reservation

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the | ands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set my hand this ninth day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the |ndependence
of the United States of Anerica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

WlliamJ. dinton



[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 10:47 a.m, June
12, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the Federal Register
on June 13.



