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d obal Fund To Fight H V/ AIDS, Malaria, and Tubercul osis

President Bush. It is my honor to welcone our friend, the President
of Nigeria, to the Rose Garden. M. President, welconme to
Washi ngton, the Rose Garden. And of course, Kofi Annan, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, M. Secretary-Ceneral
t hank you for coni ng.

As well, we are joined by two nenbers of nmy Cabinet: Secretary of
State Powel |, Secretary of Health and Human Servi ces Tonmy Thonpson
I want to thank them both for being here. Scott Evertz, who is the
Director of the National AIDS Policy Ofice is with us. Scott, thank
you for being here. And of course, Condol eezza Rice, the Nationa
Security Adviser

I am|looking forward to neeting with the President on a range of
i ssues that are inmportant to our nations. This norning, we've spoken
about another matter that involves countless lives. Together, we've
been di scussing a strategy to halt the spread of AIDS and ot her
i nfectious diseases across the African continent and across the
wor | d.

The devastation across the globe left by AIDS, nmalaria,
tubercul osis, the sheer number of those infected and dying is al nost
beyond conprehension. Suffering on the African continent has been
especially great. AIDS alone has left at least 11 mllion orphans in
sub- Sahara Africa. In several African countries, as many as half of
today's 15year-olds could die of AIDS. In a part of the world where
so many have suffered fromwar and want and fam ne, these | atest
tribulations are the cruel est of fates.

We have the power to help. The United States is conmitted to
working with other nations to reduce suffering and to spare |ives,
and working together is the key. Only through sustained and focused
i nternational cooperation can we address problens so grave and
suffering so great.

My guests today have been doing their part and nore, and | thank
them for their |eadership. President Cbasanjo last nmonth |ed the
nations of Africa in drafting the Abuja declaration which |ays out
crucial guidelines for the international effort we all envision
Secretary-CGeneral Annan, too, has made this issue an urgent
priority. He has been an eloquent voice in rallying the resources
and convi ction needed in this cause. Wen he visited the Wite House



in March, we tal ked about the AIDS pandenic. W agreed on the goa
of creating a global fund to fight H VAIDS, malaria, and
tubercul osis. The G 8 has been di scussing the potential fund.

Qur high-level task force chaired by Secretaries Powell and
Thonpson has devel oped a proposal that we have shared with U N
of ficials, developing nations, and our G 8 partners. W wll need
ideas fromall sources. W nust all show | eadership and all share
responsibility.

For our part, | amtoday commtting the United States of Anerica to
support a new worl dwi de fund with a founding contribution of $200
mllion. This is in addition to the billions we spend on research

and to the $760 mllion we're spending this year to help the
international effort to fight AIDS. This $200 million will go
exclusively to a global fund, with nore to follow as we | earn where
our support can be nost effective.

Based on this norning's neetings | believe a consensus is form ng
on the basic elenents that nmust shape the global fund and its use.
First, we agree on the need for partnerships across borders and
anmong both the public and private sectors. W nust call upon the
conpassi on, energy, and generosity of people everywhere. This neans
that not only governments can hel p but also private corporations,
foundati ons, faith-based groups, and nongovernnental organizations,
as wel | .

Second, we agree on an integrated approach that enphasizes
prevention and training of nmedical personnel as well as treatnent
and care. Prevention is indispensable to any strategy of controlling
a pandeni c such as we now face.

Third, we rmust concentrate our efforts on prograns that work,
proven best practices. Wenever the gl obal fund supports any health
program we nust know that it nmeets certain essential criteria. W
nmust know that the noney is well spent, victins are well cared for
and | ocal popul ations are well served.

That leads to the fourth criterion, nanely that all proposals mnust
be reviewed for effectiveness by nedical and public health experts.
Addressing a plague of this magnitude requires scientific
accountability to ensure results.

And finally, we understand the inportance of innovation in creating
i fesaving medicines that conbat diseases. That's why we believe the
fund nmust respect intellectual property rights, as an incentive for
vital research and devel opnent.

Thi s nmorning we have made a good begi nning. | expect the upcom ng
U. N. Special Session and this sunmer's G 8 summit in ltaly to turn
these ideas into reality. This is one of those nmonments that rem nds
us all in public service why we're here. It challenges us to act
wi sely and act together and to act quickly. Across the world at this
nmonent, there are people in true desperation, and we mnust hel p.



It is now ny honor to bring to the podium the President of
Ni geria. M. President.

Presi dent Obasanjo. M. President, Secretary-Ceneral of the UN |
amparticularly grateful to you, President Bush, for nmaking this
cerenony to coincide with nmy visit to you here at the Wite House in
Washi ngton, DC, on your very kind invitation

VWhen African | eaders gathered in Abuja, 2 weeks ago, to indicate
their unflinching commitnent to fight the scourge of H'V/ AIDS and
rel ated di seases, the joint nessage of the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Health was brought to us as a nmessage of hope from
the United States of Anerica. Today, M. President, you have begun
to concreteize that hope for Africa and particularly for mllions of
Africans infected and affected by H V/ Al DS

We are still far fromthe $7 billion to $8 billion annually that
experts reckon will be needed to make inpression on the ravagi ng
effects of this dreadful scourge. But with this beginning, and just
t he begi nning as you have kindly enphasized, for the U S., al
nati ons, governnents, foundations, private individuals, and private
sector and, indeed, all human kind who are stakeholders in the
health of humanity are chall enged and call ed upon to nake
contributions to the global trust fund for H V/ AIDS and rel at ed
di seases.

M. President, | thank you, on behalf of all AIDS sufferers in the
worl d, but particularly on behalf of all AIDS sufferers in Africa,
for launching the global fight against H V/ Al DS pandenic

Presi dent Bush. Thank you, M. President. Thank you very nuch. M.
Secr et aryCGener al

Secretary- General Annan. President Bush, President Chasanjo. | wish
to thank you, President Bush, for commtting yourself today to
placing the United States at the forefront of the global fight
against HHV/AIDS. It is a visionary decision that reflects your
Nation's natural |eadership in the United Nations, as well as your
recognition of the threat posed by this global catastrophe.

To defeat this epidenic that haunts humanity and to give hope to
the mllions infected with the virus, we need a response that
mat ches the chall enge. W should now build on the renarkable
progress over the last year in galvanizing global awareness of the
t hreat of H V/ Al DS.

| believe we can all agree on five key objectives for our response:
First, to ensure that people everywhere, particularly young peopl e,
know what to do to avoid infection; second, to stop perhaps the nost
tragic formof HV transnission, fromnother to child; third, to
provide treatnent for all those infected; fourth, to redouble the
search for vaccine as well as cure; and fifth, to care for all those
whose |ives have been devastated by AIDS, particularly the orphans,
and there are an estimated 13 mllion of them worl dw de today, and



their nunbers are grow ng.

As we declare global war on AIDS, we will need a war chest to fight
it. We need to nobilize an additional $7 mllion to $10 nmllion a
year to fight this disease worldw de. The gl obal AIDS and health
fund that | have called for as part of this total effort would be
open to the nations, as you heard fromthe two Presidents, from
governments, civil society, private sector, foundations, and
i ndi vidual s-all hands on deck. And the resources provi ded nmust be
over and above what is being spent today on the di sease and on
devel opnent assi stance to poor countries.

This founding contribution by the U S. with the pronise to do nore
wi || encourage or energize others to act. Africa, of course, is the
continent that is nost profoundly affected by the spread of
H V/ AIDS, and the continent nost in need of hope for a better
future.

The peopl es and the | eaders of the continent are rising to the
chal | enge, as President Cbasanjo showed nost recently by hosting the
Abuja AIDS Sunmit. However, we nust not forget that other parts of
the world, fromthe Caribbean to Asia to eastern Europe, are also
confronting the spread of this virus and need urgent assistance.

M. President, it is my hope that your conmtnment today will set an
exanpl e for other |eaders. Wen we neet at the General Assenbly
Speci al Session on H V/AIDS on the 25th of June in New York City,
there will be a strong support for the global AIDS and health fund.
As that happens, | believe today will be renenbered as the day we
began to turn the tide.

Thank you very mnuch.

Presi dent Bush. It has been ny honor to host this very inportant
announcenent. It's also my honor to recognize two Menbers of the
United States Congress who are going to work with this
adm nistration to make sure that our conmtnent becones reality:
Senator Frist and Senator Leahy. W're so thrilled you' re here. W
appreci ate your vision, and we appreciate your |eadership

Thank you all for coning.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m in the Rose Garden at the
Wit e House



