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United States District Court,
N.D. California, Oakland Division.
NIDEC CORPORATION,
Plaintiff.
v.
VICTOR COMPANY OF JAPAN, LTD., JVC Components (Thailand) Co., Ltd., Agilis Inc., and
Agilis Technology Inc,
Defendants.
Nidec America Corporation and Nidec Singapore PTE, Ltd,
Additional Defendants on the Counterclaims.
No. C05 00686 SBA (EMC)
Oct. 24, 2006.

Michael John Lyons, Dion M. Bregman, Lorraine M. Casto, David C. Bohrer, Morgan Lewis & Bockus
LLP, Palo Alto, CA, Bobbie Jean Wilson, Howard Rice Nemerovski Canady Falk&Rabki, Daniel Johnson,
Jr., Thomas D. Kohler, Franklin Brockway Gowdy, Morgan Lewis and Bockius LLP, San Francisco, CA,
for Plaintiffs.
Bobbie Jean Wilson, Jennifer Deliz Rhodes, Martin R. Glick, Howard Rice Nemerovski Canady
Falk&Rabki, San Francisco, CA, Anthony Francis Lo Cicero, Charles R. Macedo, David A. Boag, Howard
Wizenfeld, Marion P. Metelski, Matthew A. Fox, Morton Amster, Norajean McCaffrey, Amster, Rothstein
& Ebenstein, LLP, New York, NY, for Defendants.
ORDER ON CLAIM CONSTRUCTION
Hon. SAUNDRA B. ARMSTRONG, District Judge.
WHEREAS the Court has considered the briefs, exhibits and other papers submitted by the parties regarding
the construction of disputed claim terms in Nidec's '309, '394 and '476 patents and JVC's '973 counterclaim
patent, received technology tutorials, heard oral arguments on claim construction on October 11, 2006, and
for good cause showing, including without limitation the reasons set forth by the Court during the hearing:
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the meaning given said disputed terms by the Court at the October 11,
2006 hearing are as follows (the terms are listed in the same order that they were argued before the Court):
Term to be construed
1. "a tapering space section
being positioned adjacent to at
least one of said radial bearing

Court's Construction
A tapering space section positioned close to at least one of said radial
bearing sections and positioned on the outside of the radial bearing
section in the axial direction.
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sections formed in an outer
shaft direction"
('309 patent, claim 1)
2. "a tapering space section
which is formed in the axial
direction on at least one of a
top side and a bottom side of
said radial bearing section"
('309 patent, claim 3)

A tapering space section which is formed in an axial direction on at least
one of a top side or a bottom side of said radial bearing section.

3. "a minimum space in said
tapering space section is
formed at an inner end of said
tapering space section on said
radial bearing section side and
a maximum space in said
tapering space section is
formed at an outer end of said
space tapering section
[which/and] is on an opposite
side of said radial bearing"
('309 patent, claims 1 and 3)

A minimum space in said tapering space section is formed at the inner
end of the tapering space section nearest the radial bearing section and a
maximum space in said tapering space section is formed at the outer end
of the tapering space section farthest from the radial bearing section.

4. "a total sum of crosssectional areas of said fluid
circulating passage in a
direction perpendicular to a
flowing direction of the
lubricating fluid is set to be not
less than 3/1000 and not more
than 1/50 of an area of the
radial regions where said
dynamic-pressure generating
mechanism extends"
('394 patent, claim 1)

The cross-sectional areas of each fluid circulating passage are summed
up (i.e., "the Total Sum"). The cross-sectional area of each fluid
circulating passage is calculated in a direction that is perpendicular to the
flow of the lubricating fluid. The planar surface area of a side on which
the dynamic pressure generating grooves extend is determined based on
the radial region defined by connecting the radially inner and outer
peripheral ends of the dynamic pressure generating grooves (i.e., "the
Area"). The Total Sum divided by the Area is fixed to be within the
range of at least 3/1000 and no more than 20/1000. "Fixed to be" does
not require an explicit specification of the range.

5. "a region located radially
inwardly of an imaginary inner
peripheral circle connecting
innermost peripheral ends of
the radial regions where said
dynamic-pressure generating
mechanism extends"
('394 patent, claim 1)

A region which is located radially inwardly of an imaginary circle. The
imaginary circle is formed by connecting the radially innermost
peripheral ends of the dynamic-pressure generating grooves.
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6. "notching a portion of said
thrust plate for being secured to
said bearing member, which is
an innermost peripheral portion
of said thrust plate"
('394 patent, claim 2)

[phrase is left unconstrued and the Court will not correct the error].

7. "press-fit" and its derivatives
"press-fitted" and "pressfitting"
('476 patent, claims 1 and 5)

A force-fit that has a negative allowance.

8. "rotatable spindle"
('973 patent, claim 1)

A shaft, rod or pin that can rotate.

9. "magnet provided on an
inner surface of said hub"
('973patent, claim 1)

A magnet in contact with an inner surface of the hub.

10. "applying an insulation
member plastic-molded
integrally on said Ni metal
layer"
('973 patent, claim 1)

Covering said nickel metal layer with a layer of plastic-insulating
material such that the layer of plastic-insulating material fits integrally
with the contours of said nickel metal layer.

IT IS SO ORDERED.
N.D.Cal.,2006.
Nidec Corp. v. Victor Co. of Japan, Ltd.
Produced by Sans Paper, LLC.

file:///Users/sethchase/Desktop/Markman/htmlfiles/2006.10.24_NIDEC_CORPORATION_v._VICTOR_COMPANY_OF_JAPAN_LTD_JVC.html

Page 3 of 3

