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ORDER ON CONSTRUCTION CLAIM
ANNA J. BROWN, Judge.

This matter coming before the Court for a Markman hearing on October 7, 2004 on the disputed terms of
U.S. Patent No. 5,472,444, it is hereby ORDERED, for the reasons expressed by the Court during the
hearing, that the disputed claim terms are construed as follows:

1. The "shank" is the portion of the rod or nail extending from the butt of the nail.

2. A "curved shank" is a shank that has a bend or deviation from a straight line without sharp corners or
sharp angles.

3. "Holes" (in the phrase "defining a plurality of at least three 'transverse holes' ") means openings through
the butt portion of the nail. "Transverse" in the same phrase means "being across" or "set crosswise."
"Transverse holes," therefore, means holes across the butt portion of the nail.

4. In the phrase "with the three hole axes angularly offset from each other," the term "angularly offset from
each other" means the axes of the three holes are spaced apart from each other, an angle is formed by the
axes of any two such holes when viewed in two dimensions from the butt end or from the side, and the axes
are not aligned in a parallel orientation.
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