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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD-HOUSE.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
FRIDAY, April 18, 1902.

The House met at 11 o'clock a.m. Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev.
HENRY N. COUDEN, D. D.

The Journal of yesterday's proceedings was read and approved.
CUBAN RECIPROCITY BILL.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House resolve
itself into Committee of the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of the bill H. R. 12765.

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New York moves that
the House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further consideration of the bill
H. R. 12765.

The motion was agreed to.
The House accordingly resolved itself into Committee of the

Whole House on the state of the Union, Mr. SHEMUIN in the
chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The House is in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the further consideration of
the bill H. R. 12765, the title of which the Clerk will report.

The Clerk read as follows:
A bill (H. R. 12765) to provide for reciprocal trade relations with Cuba.
Mr. RICHARDSON of Tennessee. Mr. Chairman, if I had been

called to prepare a bill to present to this House to accomplish the
avowed objects of the pending bill, I would not have presented
the measure which we are now considering. The object of this
'bill, as expressed in its caption and declared by its friends, is
"To provide for reciprocal trade relations with Cuba." It is to
obtain the trade of that country through the principle of reci-
procity; that is, they shall have our trade and we shall have theirs.
This is what is meant by reciprocal trade relations between two
countries. Desiring to bring about reciprocal trade relations
with Cuba, I would not have presented exactly this measure, and
not because it is not a measure starting in the proper direction, for
it is; but I would not have stopped exactly where the friends of
the pending bill stopped. I would have recommended a reduction
of the tariff rates at least 40 per cent instead of 20 per cent.

Mr. Chairman, there have been a variety, a great variety, of
opinions developed and expressed during this long debate. It has
been an able debate. While I do not agree with all that has been
said by gentlemen who advocate the passage of this bill, I do agree
with them in the conclusions they reach, that the bill should pass.
Certain landmarks, Mr. Chairman, have been established by this
debate, fully developed by what has occurred in the House and
before the country during its pendency. If nothing else has been
established there is one fact settled beyond peradventure, it seems
to me, that is of incalculable advantage to the country. What is
that? It is that there is a way to provide for and obtain, or to
have reciprocal trade relations with, a country by and through
appropriate legislation. How is that to be done? Exactly along
the line of this bill.

If you want the trade of a people, you must deal fairly with
them; if you want them to buy from you, you must buy from
them. Therefore, the first step that the wise men took when they
commenced to frame this bill was to plant a Democratic land-
mark from which they can not escape. What is that? Lower
your tariff wall and make trade relations freer and fairer.
You want to establish relations, you want to develop trade with
Cuba. How are you going to do it? Why do you not pursue the
Republican policy of placing a higher tariff against Cuba and
Cuban tariff? Would not that be the Republican idea? What is
the Democratic idea? Reduce your tariff walls, reduce your tariff,
and provide for reciprocal trade relations in this way.

So, then, Mr. Chairman, without dwelling upon this important
fact, this grand landmark is here planted and definitely estab-
lished by this debate. Republican leaders must confess hereafter
that when we want to provide wider fields for our products, if we
want to extend our trade with any country and open new markets,
we must pull down the immense tariff wall which surrounds this
country. That fact, then, is established. I said that I thought
they had started in the proper direction. I said they did not go
as far as they ought to have gone, in my judgment. It may be I
am mistaken in this. The witnesses differ in view; some gentle-
men who testified before the Ways and Means Committee in the
long hearings before that Committee before the bill was presented
were of opinion that it was necessary that there should be 50 per
cent reduction in favor of Cuban products before we would get
the trade of the islands. Others said 40 per cent; General Wood,
I believe, thought 40 would give it; others 33, and others a still
lower sum.

The gentleman who framed the bill must have thought that 20
per cent reduction would give us that trade. Having the honor
of a seat on that committee, I concurred in reporting this bill and
giving it a favorable recommendation. I did so because, while I

doubted, and expressed that doubt when I cast my vote in com-
mittee for the bill, that it would accomplish the purpose in view;
yet I thought I might possibly be mistaken in this respect, and it
would bring about the reciprocal trade between the two countriesso earnestly desired. Therefore, without agreeing to the argu-
ments which gentlemen have adduced in favor of the bill, without

subscribing in toto to the report made by the learned chairman
of the Ways and Means Committee, without indorsing all of the
arguments and reasons which constrained him to support the bill,
and hoping it might be properly amended in the House. I did
agree that the bill should be reported to the House with a fa-orable recommendation.

Having done that, Mr. Chairman, I owe it to my party associ-
ates and possibly to the country to state briefly some of the reasons
which constrained me to report the bill favorably. The first rea-son was that it reduces the outrageously high protective rates,
nowv fixed by the Dingley law upon sugar and all other Cuban prod-
iicts, 20 per cent. Sonic say that only one industry is chiefly
affected. Let us look at it for a moment. It is not only one com-
modity, but the bill applies to all products coming from Cuba,-

sugar, tobacco, and everything else. Sugar we all know is the
chief commodity coming from that island. This reduction is not
a small matter. How much sugar do we consume? I will not
weary you with figures, but the total consumption of sugar in the
United States per year is about 2,500,000 tons. How much do we
make in the United States? About one-third of this, including
Hawaii and Porto Rico. The beet sugar and cane production in
this country is about 800,000 tons. Therefore, we must import
about two-thirds of the sugar consumed by the American people, or
about 1,600,000 tons. Where does it come from? About one-half
of it-800,000 tons-comes from Cuba, or will do so this year, and
the remaining half, in round numbers, from other countries,
mainly from Germany.

Now, then, on one-half of this one article that the American
people import for consumption, we get a reduction by this bill of
20 per centumn of the present rate. Some say, Mr. Chairman, that
that will not affect the price. The principle is that the reduction
of tariff duties will lower the price of the imported article in this
country. That is a Democratic contention. I do not know how
much it will lower it to the consumer, but it is a step in the right
direction. The object of lowering the rate is to benefit the con-
sumer in this country, and therefore because the bill reduces the
rate of the Dingley tariff upon one of the highest schedules in it,
the sugar schedule, for about one-half of the amount consumed-
that is, imported into the United States-I believe the bill should
pass.

There is another view of the question. Some say they are tired
of sentimentalism; but, frown upon that idea as we will, there is
a sentiment in the country, and properly, too, that we should do
something for these wards, I may almost call them, of the United
States in Cuba. I know it is contended by gentlemen on this
side of the House that we have done enough for Cuba. There
has not been a day, Mr. Chairman, since the beginning of the
month of April. 1898, when war was declared by the United
States against Spain, that the hand of the United States, the
military power of the United States, has not rested with control-
ling and dominating influence upon the island and the people of
Cuba. We are there now. We intend to stay there as long as
it is necessary. How long that will be I do not know.

I am not going to discuss the effect of the Platt amendment.
My friend fro New York, Mr. MCCLELLAN, made a proper state-
ment, as I believe, of the effect of that piece of legislation upon
the island. Others have followed. Under the Platt amendment
I believe that with the power exerted by it, and by all the sur-
rounding circumstances, over the people of Cuba we may look
at them somewhat in the sense of wards.

This bill will give Cuba a 20 per cent advantage. How much
it will amount to can be easily figured. Whatever it is, whether
it reduces the price of sugar to the American consumer or not, it
does benefit the people of Cuba to that extent. It goes beyond
that. There are two purposes accomplished, either one of which
would be sufficient to control my action in supporting the bill.
Of course, in saying this I will add that I do not wish to do vio-
lence to anyindustry in this country. I know that our beet-sugar
friends complain that they are going to be uprooted, yet they will
tell you that it is not going to affect the price of sugar to the con-
sumer of sugar in the United States. Well, if it is not going to
affect the price to the consumer, how will the beet-sugar man be
injured? Let us go a little further.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Chairman-
Mr. RICHARDSON of Tennessee. No; I can not yield. I pre-

fer not to be interrupted.
Mr. HAMILTON. I simply rose for information; not to have

any controversy with the gentleman; i am not given to that.
Mr. RICHARDSON of Tennessee. I understand that. but I

prefer not to yield, for I am not really in a physical condition to
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A letter from the Acting Secretary of War relating to'the re-
imbursement of Messrs. H. B. Riden and William W. Thomp-
son-to the Committee on Claims, and ordered to be printed.

A letter from the Secretary of the Interior, transmitting, with
a report from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, a draft of a
bill relating to the sale of certain Pottawatomie and Kickapoo
Indian lands-to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to
be printed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PUBLIC BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII. bills and resolutions of the follow-
ing titles were severally reported from committees, delivered to
the Clerk, and referred to the several Calendars therein named,
as follows:

Mr. FLYNN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to
which was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 4556) to amend
an act entitled "An act to supplement existing laws relatingto the
disposition of lands, etc.," approved March 3, 1901, reported the
same with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 1660);
which said bill and report were referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union.

Mr. REEVES, from the Committee on Patents, to which was
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 12807) to amend section 4929,
Revised Statutes, relating to design patents, reported the same
with amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 1661); which said
bill and report were referred to the House Calendar.

Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 13819) for the relief of
certain indigent Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians in the Indian
Territory, and for other purposes, reported the same without
amendment, accompanied by a report (No. 1663); which said bill
and report were referred to the Committee of the Whole House
on the state of the Union.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON PRIVATE BILLS AND
RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 2 of Rule XIII. private bills and resolutions of
the following titles were severally reported from committees, de-
livered to the Clerk, and referred to the Committee of the Whole
House, as follows:

Mr. LACEY, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which
was referred the bill of the Senate (S. 1305) for the relief of Mrs.
Arivella D. Meeker, reported the same with amendment, accom-
panied by a report (No. 1662); which said bill and report were
referred to the Private Calendar.

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which
was referred the bill of the House (H. R. 4446) for the relief of
Harry C. Mix, reported the same without amendment, accompa-
nied by a report (No. 1664); which said bill and report were re-
ferred to the Private Calendar.

PUBLIC BILLS, RESOLUTIONS, AND MEMORIALS.

Under clause 3 of Rule XXII, bills, resolutions, and memorials
of the following titles were introduced and severally referred as
follows:

By Mr. YOUNG- A bill (H. R. 13817) to establish a fish-
hatching and fish station in the State of Pennsylvania-to the
Committee on the Merchant Marine and Fisheries.

By Mr. CURTIS: A bill (H. R. 13818) to allot the lands of the
Cherokee tribe of Indians in the Indian Territory, and for other
purposes-to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

Also, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, a bill (H. R.
13819) for the relief of certain indigent Choctaw and Chickasaw
Indians in the Indian Territory, and for other purposes-to the
Union Calendar.

By Mr. TONGUE: A joint resolution (H. J. Res. 182) author-
izing the Director of the Census to compile statistics relating to
irrigation-to the Select Committee on the Census.

By Mr. GROSVENOR: Memorial of the legislature of Ohio,
favoring schools of mines-to the Committee on Mines and Min-
ing.

PRIVATE BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS.

Under clause 1 of Rule XXII, private bills of the following
titles were introduced and severally referred as follows:

By Mr. BRICK: A bill (H. R. 13820) granting a pension to
Mary S. Mattingly-to th6 Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13821) for the relief of Martin D. Puckett-
to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. BURK of Pennsylvania: A bill (H. R. 13822) granting
a pension to Hannah T. Knowles-to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. CANDLER: Abill (H. R. 13823) for the relief of the
heirs of George W. Gardner, deceased-to the Committee on
War Claims.

By Mr. COONEY: A bill (H. R. 13824) granting a pension to
Fielding W. Means-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. DAYTON: A bill (H. R. 13825) to remove the charge
of desertion from George W. Phillips-to the Committee on
Military Affairs.

By Mr. ELLIOTT: A bill (H. R. 13826) granting an increaseof
pension to Francis N. Bonnean-to the Committee on Pensions.

By Mr. GOOCH: A bill (H. R. 13827), for the relief of Mary
Zepf, widow of Louis Zepf, deceased-to the Committee on War
Claims.

By Mr. HAM1ILTON: A bill (H. R. 13828) granting an increase
of pension to George N. Dutcher-to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. JACKSON of Kansas: A bill (H. R. 13829) granting a
pension to Andrew J. Howell-to the Committee on-Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. JOY: A bill (H. R. 13830) for the relief of Edward
Cahalan-to, the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. LEVER: A bill (H. R. 1.3831) to correct the military
record of James O'C. Cassidy-to the Committee on Military Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MAHON: A bill (H. R. 13832) granting an increase of
pension to Henry Reed-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. MAYNARD: A bill (H. R. 13833) for the relief of Mary
L. Bernard-to the Committee on War Claims.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13834) to place Dr. Henry Smith on the re-
tired list of the Army-to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13835) for the relief of Martha Louisa Whit-
taker-to the Committee on War Claims.

By Mr. MoRAE: A bill (H. R. 13836) granting an increase of
pension to Samuel Hodges-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. MEYER of Louisiana: A bill (H. R. 13837) authorizing
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia to receive and
audit certificate of indebtedness No. 14780-to the Committee on
the District of Columbia.

By Mr. MOSS: A bill (H. R. 13838) granting an increase of
pension to Valentine Moulder-to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13839) granting an increase of pension to
John W. B. Huntsman-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13840) granting an increase of pension to
W. L. Kingrey-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

Also, a bill (H. R. 13841) granting an increase of pension to
Richard F. Hargis-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. SAMUEL W. SMITH: Abill (H. R. 13842) granting a
pension to Charles S. Moy-to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.

By Mr. THOMAS of Iowa: A bill (H. R. 13843) granting an in-
crease of pension to 0. D. Heald-to the Committee on Invalid
Pensions.

By Mr. YOUNG: A bill (H. R. 13844) granting an increase of
pension to Lawson T. Pearson-to the Committee on Invalid Pen-
sions.

By Mr. MAYNARD: A bill (H. R. 13845) for the relief of the
widow of Joseph Culley-to the Committee on Claims.

PETITIONS, ETC.

Under clalse 1 of Rule XXII, the following petitions and papers
were laid on the Clerk's desk and referred as follows:

By Mr. ALEXANDER: Resolutions of the Maritime Associa-
tion of the Port of New York, urging the passage of House bill
163, to pension employees and dependents of Life-Saving Serv-
ice-to the Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of Steam Pipe Coverers of Buffalo, N. Y., favor-
ing an educational qualification for immigrants-to the Commit-
tee on Immigration and Naturalization.

By Mr. APLIN: Resolutions of Polish societies of Bay City and
Gaylord, Mich., favoring the erection of a statue to the late
Brigadier-General Count Pllaski, at Washington-to the Com-
mittee on the Library.

By Mr. BINGHAM: Petitions of E. H. Coates, S. H. Chapman,
and others, of Philadelphia, Pa., for the adoption of a proposed
amendment to the act of February 10, 1891, for the prevention of
counterfeiting of United States coin-to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Also, resolution of the Philadelphia Maritime Exchange ,urging
the passage of House bill 163, to pension employees and depend-
ents of Life-Saving Service-to the Committee on Interstate and
Foreign Commerce.

Also, petition of James A. Donnelly and others, of Philadelphia,
Pa., in favor of House bills 178 and 179, for the repeal of the tax
on distilled spirits-to the Committee on Ways and Means.
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Collection of the U.S. House
of Representatives

 (1848 - 1909)

REEVES, Walter, a Representative from
Illinois; born near Brownsville, Fayette
County, Pa., September 25, 1848; moved
with his parents to Illinois in 1856, where
they settled upon a farm in La Salle County;
attended the public schools; taught school;
studied law; was admitted to the bar in
Mount Vernon, Ill., in 1875, and
commenced practice in Streator, Ill.; elected
as a Republican to the Fifty-fourth and to

the three succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1895-March 3, 1903);
chairman, Committee on Patents (Fifty-seventh Congress); was not a
candidate for renomination in 1902; unsuccessful candidate for the
Republican nomination for Governor in 1900; resumed the practice of
law; died in Streator, La Salle County, Ill., April 9, 1909; interment in
Riverview Cemetery.

REEVES, Walter - Biographical Information http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=R000139
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