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AMENDMENT NO. 3619

(Ordered to be printed and to lie on
the table.)

Mr. NUNN  (for himself and Mr.
MATTINGLY) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to
the bill (S. 1657) entitled the “Uni-

form Science ‘and Technology Re-‘
- search and Development Utilization

. Act.

- NASA to require the reporting of in-
novations made in the course of, or .

e Mr. NUNN, Mr. President, for

myself and Mr. MATTINGLY, I am intro-
ducing an amendment to S. 1657, the
Uniform Science and Technology Re-
search and Development Utilization
Act. The purpose of this amendment is
to provide statutory authority for

under any contract of the administra-
tion,

For the past 18 years, the University '

of Georgia has been under contract to
NASA to operate a computer library
called Cosmic, the Computer Software
Management and Information Center.

Cosmic maintains one of the Na-
tion’s largest software libraries of en-
gineering analysis and general purpose
computer programs. It provides, at
reasonable cost, programs developed
by or under contract with NASA and
other agencies, that is, DOD and the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, that
may have commercial application in

'the private sector. Cosmic serves as a -

clearinghouse where software can be
transferred from Government agen-

cies which fund or assist in its prepa-

ration to industrial or other nongov-
ernmental users.

. Under current law (section 305(b)) of
the Space Act (42 U.S.C. 2457(b))
"NASA is given specific authority to
‘provide for the reporting of informa-

tion “concerning any discovery, im-
provement, or innovation which may
be made in the performance of any
such work.” NASA uses this authority
to require, among other things, that
computer software programs devel-
oped with NASA funds be reported to,
NASA and made available to the uni-
versity’s Cosmic library.

Under the legislation reported by
the Senate Commerce Committee (S.
1657, the Uniform Science and Tech-
nology Research and Development
Utilization Act) section 305(b) of the
Space Act is repealed. See section 401
(6)X(B) of S. 1657, as amended and re-
ported. The committee’s bill attempts
to establish a uniform treatment of
the ownership of title to innovations
and inventions derived in part from
Federal funds. Under current law,
except where small businesses, univer-
sities, and certain nonprofit institu- |
tions are given the right of first refus-
al to title, the Federal Government |
generally retains that title. '

Without authority for NASA to re-
quire some form of reporting of com-
puter software—regardless of whether
they are characterized as new technol-
ogy—the very data sources from which
the Cosmic library is derived would be
eliminated. The result would be the
lack of any systematic way to collect,
analyze, and disseminate for commer- '
cial purposes the information gained
from the initial computer software de-
velopment.

The amendments which I am intro-
ducing today will provide NASA with
the authority necessary for NASA to
fully continue the Cosmic program,
consistent with the Senate Commerce
Committee’s policy recommendations. .

Mr. President, I appreciate Senator.
ScEMITT’s cooperation in finding a leg-
islative solution to this important
matter.e






