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“ The Clerk called the bill (H, R, 6716) .
to amend title 28 of the United States
Code relating to actions for infringe-
ments of copyrights by the United States.

There being no objection, the Clerk
read .the bill, as follows:

Be it enacted, etc., That section 1498 of
title 28 of the United States Code is hereby
amended by inserting the letter “(a)” at the
beginning of the sectlon and adding at the
end thereof a new subsection ‘“(b)"” reading
as follows:

*“(b) Whenever after December 31, 1956,
any work protected under the copyright
laws of the United States shall be infringed
by the Unlited States, by a corporation owned
or controlled by the United States, or by a
contractor, subcontractor or any person or
corporation pursuant to a contract with or
authorization by the Government, the own-
er's remedy shall be by action agalnst the
United States In the Court of Claims or
in any district court for the recovery of such
damages as the copyright owner may have
suffered due to such infringement in ac-
cordance with the procedure and terms, In-
cluding the minimum statutory damages, set
forth In section 101 (b) of title 17, United
States Code: Provided, That the copyright
owher shall also have the right to pufsue
the administrative remedy avallable under
ther Federal Tort® Clalmb Act (seos. 2671-
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J680 of title 28, U, 8. C.) in cases in which
*he dameges claimred, Including the mint.
Juum statutory damages set forth in section
101 (b} of title 17, United States Code, do

not exceed $1,000, except that in claims for
copyright infringement section 2680 (a) of
title 28, United States Code, shall not be
avallable as a defense to the Government:
And provided further, That the statute of
lmIitations In bringing actions or in making
claims under this subsectlon shall be the 6
years specified In section 2401 {a) of title
28, United States Code.”

With the following committee amend-
ment: '

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
Insert “That section 1498 of title 28 of the
United States Code ls hereby amended by in-~
serting the letter ‘(a)’ at the beginning of
the section and adding at the end thereof &
new subsectlon ‘(b)’ reading as follows:

“‘(b) Whenever after December 31, 1956, '

the copyright In any work protected under
the copyright laws of the United States shall
be infringed by the United States, by a cor~
poration owned or controlled by the United
States, or by a contractor, subcontractor, or
any person, firm, or corporation acting for the
Government and with the authorization or

consent of the Government, the exclusive

remedy of the owner of such copyright shall
be by action against the United States in the
Court of Clalms for the recovery of his rea-
sonable and entire compensation as damages
for such infringement, Inciuding the mini-
mum statutory damages as set forth in sec-
ticn 101 (b) of .title 47, United States Code:
Provided, That o Goverhment emplayee shell
have- & right of actlon’ against the Govern-
mont under this subsection except where he
was In 4 position fo order, influence, oy in-
duce use of the tTopyrighted work by the
Coverfrment;: Provided, however, That this
subsection shall not confer a right of action
on any copyright owner or any asslgnee of
such owner with respect to any copyrighted
work prepared by a person while In the em-
ployment or service of the United States,
where the copyrighted work was prepared as
a part of the officlal functions of the em-
ployee, or In the preparation of which Gov-
ernment time, material, or facilltles were
used; And provided furtlier, That before such
actlon against the United States has been
instituted the appropriate corporation owned
or controlled by the United States or the head
of the appropriate department or agency of
the Government, as the case may be, is au-
thorized to enter into an agreement with the
copyright owner in full settlement and com-
promise for the damages accruing to him by
reason of such infringement and to settle.the
claim administratively out of available ap-
propriations.

* ‘Except as otherwise provided by law, no
recovery shail be had for any infringement of
a copyright covered by this subsection com-
mitted more than 3 years prior to the filing
of the complaint or counterclaim for In-
fringement in the action, except that the pe-
riod between the date of receipt of a written
clalm for compensation by the department
or agency of the Government or corporation
owned or controlled by the United States, as
the case may be, having authority to settle
such clalm and the date of mailing by the
Government of a notice to the clalmant that
his claim has been denied shall not be count-
ed as a part of the 3 years, unless suit ls
brought before the last-mentioned date.’

“SeEc. 3. The act of August 1, 1953, chap-

ter 305, section 609, 67 Statutes 350 (31 U. S.
Code 649b) is amended to read as follows:

- *‘Appropriations for the military depart-
ments avallable for procurement or manu-
factyre of supplies, eguipment. and materials
shall hereafter be Avallable for the purchase
Vr other acqulsiiion of {a) ceopyrights, letters
patent, applications for letters patent, (b)
Hcensges under copyrights, under letters pat-
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~', an undé'r applicatlons for letters patent,
:ﬁ‘c‘i (c;ldeslgns, processes, and mnnu!u,ci_:ur-
ing datn; and shall also bé avallable for the
purchase or other acquisition of releases, be-
fore suit is brought, for past infringement of
letters patent or copyrights. Any such_pur-
chase or other acquisition shall pertain to
supplies, equipment, materials, copyrighted
matter, or processes produced or used by or.
tor, or useful to, the department_ concerned.

“ggc. 3. The catchline of section 1498 of
title 28, Untted States Code, Is amended tc:
read ‘Sec. 1498. Patent and copyright cases.!

“The ltem ldentified as ‘1498. Patent cases
in the chapter analysis of chapter 81, of tltle
28, United States Code, Is amended"to read
*1498. Patent and copyright, cases.’

The committee amendment was agreed

to"I‘he bill was ordered to beqengros§ed
and read 2 third tifne, was Yead the third
time, and passed, and & rmotion to recon-
sider was laid on the tahble,





