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104TH CONGRESS
1ST SF.sno. H.R. 1556

To amend the Comnmnicaiions Act of 1934 to reduce the restrictions on
ownership of broadcasting stations and other ,nedia of mass comniiications.

IN TIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MAY 3, 1995

Mr. STFARNS (for himseif, Mr. BuI.F. Mr. FIwI.Ds of Texas, Mr. SCItAE-
FER, Mr. Gn.iMOR, Mr. IIALL of Texas, Mr. O.U.aY, Mr. WHITE, Mr.
lro.un, and Mr. IIATFRT) introduced the following bill; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Commerce

A BILL
To amend the Communications Act of 1904 to reduce the

restrictions on ownership of broadcasting stations and

other media of mass communications.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the United States of Ameica in Congress assembled,

3 SECTION 1. BROADCAST OWNERSHIP.

4 (a) AMENDMENT.-Title III of the Communications

5 Act of 1934 is amended by inserting after section 335 (47

6 U.S.C. 335) the following new section:

7 "SEC. 336. BROADCAST OWNERSHIP.

8 "(a) LIMITATIONS ON COMMISSION RULEMAKING

9 AUTIIORITY.-Except as expi'esslY permitted in this see-
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I tion, tile Commissioin Sh11l not i)reseril)e o, (Il;irce ally

2 rvglat ion-

3 '"(1) Im'ohil)itiag or limiting, either nationally or

4 ithin any particular area, a person or entity from

5 holding any form of ownership or other interest in

6 two or more broadcasting stations or in a broadcast-

7 ing station and any other medium of mass commu-

8 nication; or

9 "(2) prohibiting a person or entity from own-

10 ing, operating, or controlling two or more networks

11 of broadcasting stations or from owning, operating,

12 or controlling a network of broadcasting stations

13 and ar..," other mcdium of mass communications.

14 "(b) TELEVISION OWNERSIP LIMITATIONS.-

15 "(1) NATIONAL AUDIENCE REACH LIMITA-

16 TIONS.-The Commission shall prohibit a person or

17 entity from obtaining any license if such license

18 would result in such person or entity directly or indi-

19 rectly owning, operating, or controlling, or having a

20 cognizable interest in, television stations which have

21 an aggregate national audience reach exceeding-

22 "(A) 35 percent, for any determination

23 made under this paragraph before one year

24 after the date of enactment of this section; or
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1 "(1B) 50 It-ruLent, fur any deteriniatioii

2 uan' de,r tlhis paag'apli o or l'ter oinI year

3 afler sut'lh date' t,. ' t'tinltnt.

4 Witiin 2 years after sucli (late of .'iiItient, tle

5 Commission shall c(nluct a study on the operation

6 of this paragraph aid submit a report to the Con-

7 gn-ss on the devlopnenmt of coml)etition ill the tele-

8 vision marketl)la(.e and the need for any revisions to

9 or elimination ofr this )ar'Iagraplh.

10 "(2) MULTIPLE LICENSES IN A MAHI'rT.-

I1 "(A) IN EN-wAL,.-Thc Commission shall

12 pr'ohibit a person or entity f'om obtaining any

13 license if such license would result in such per-

14 :ujn or entity direetly or indirectly owning, oper-

15 ating, or controlling, or having a eogdiizal)lC in.

16 terest in, two or ,nore television stations within

17 the same television market.

18 "(B) Excilr'rIoN FOR MULTIPLE'I UIF STA-

19 TIONS AND FOR UIIF-VhIF COMBINATIONS.-

20 Notwithstanding subparagiaph (A), thw Com-

21 mission shall noti prohibit a person or entity

22 from directly or indirectly owning, operating, or

23 controlling, or llaimig a cogilizable interest in,

24 two television statiolns within the same tele-

25 vision marir'ket it' A. least ol e of such stations is

HeinOnline  -- 6 Bernard D. Reams, Jr. & William H. Manz, Federal Telecommunications Law: A Legislative History of the Telecommunications Act of
1996, Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56 (1996) including the Communications Decency Act 3 1997



4

1 a UIIF tcltvision, unless the Commission deter-

2 inlles that p-tr-ilit tilg such ownership, oper-

3 ation, or conitrol will harm competitioi or %%ill

4 harm the preservation of a diversity of voices in

5 the local television market.

6 "(C) EXCEI'TION FOR VIF-VIF COMBINA-

7 TIONS.-Notwithstauling subl)aragraph (A),

8 the Commission nay permit a person or entity

9 to directly or indirectly own, operate, or control,

10 or have a cognlizable interest in, two VTIF tele-

11 vision stations within the same television mar-

12 ket, if the Commission determines that permit-

13 ting such ownership, operation, or control will

14 not harm competition and will not harm the

15 preservation of a diversity of voices in the local

16 television market.

17 "(e) DEFINIrIONAl, REGULATIONS PERMITTED.-

18 The Commission may prescribe reglations-

19 "(1) prmiding for the treatment of any persons

20 or entities under common ownership or control as a

21 single person or entity for purposes of this section,

22 except that the Commission shall not change the at-

23 tribution riles in effect on the (late of enactment of

24 this section;
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1 "(2) .pelW ili, Ipro'edl,'es 1,61" theq del-r'inill-

2 tion, of miiarlkets aid ;iile.i, reach; and

3 "(3) dr, finimg dire(t or inditrect ownershil), oper-

4 atiol, aund eonltrol, and co-Iiizable interest, consist-

5 ent with the imrposes of this section.

6 "(d) TRIANSITiON 1RtOVIVSIONS.-An" )pro\ision of

7 an regulation prescribed before the date of enactment of

8 this se'tion that is incounsistent with the requirlents of

9 this se'tion shall ease to bv s 'iTeetive oil such date of ell-

10 actment. The Commission shall complete all actions (i-

11 cluditi" all\ reconsiden'ation) necessary to amend its regu-

12 lations to conform to the requirements of this section not

13 later than 6 months after such date of enactment. Nothing

14 in this section shall be construed to prohil)it the continu-

15 ation or renewal of amny television Iocal marketing agree-

16 ment that is in effect on such (late of enactment and that

17 is in compliance with Commission regulations on such

18 date.".

19 (h) CONFORMING Aml.NDMET.-Seetion 613(a) of

20 the Conmunications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 533(a)) is

21 repealed.
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