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June 30, 1994

SUPPORT THE BSPOUSAL EQUITY
IN BANKRUPTCY AMENDMENTS
OF 1984

HON. LOVISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 30, 1994

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speakev today | am
introducing the Spousal Equity in Bankruptcy
Amendments of 1894, legislation to give high
priority o child support and alimony payments
in the event of bankruptcy.

The 1978 overhaul of the Bankruptcy Code
was necessary to reexamine bankrupicy pro-
cedure and strike a carefud balance between
the rights of creditors and debtors. This year,
the Code should again be revisited. The pas-
sage of time has rendered a number of provi-
sions obsolete and current problems not origi-
nally envisioned must be addressed.

One such problem concems alimony and
child support payments. While the current
Code does not aflow courts to forgive out-
standing debits “in the nature of support,” child
support and alimony are given no priority
when a debtor has assets and the
are distributed. Thus, even while creditors can
be pald, spouses and children who are entitied
to support are not likely to-be the bene-
ficiaries. My legisiation would elevate child
support and alimony from their current status
as general unsecured debts to formally
prioritized debts, thereby ensuring that a
spouse with dependent children wili receive
support payments without waiting for years,

In addition, my legisiation establishes a
Bankruptcy Commission to study the impact of
bankruptcy taws on the family, and it protects
child support and alimony payments from fudi-
cial fiens and trustee avoidance proceedings.

The Spousal Equity in Bankruptcy Amend-
ments also takes into account a little-known
but potentially devastating loophole in bank-
ruptcy and divorce proceedings. In the midst
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amequhablemmenioiallparﬁesmme
event of

The spousal oqu!ty in bankruptcy amend-
ments will also contribute to ending the cycle
of poverty and wetfare for custodial parents.
Delinquent support payments and’ marital
debts can be overwheiming for single-parent
tamilies to endure. The burdan is further shift-
ed on the Federal Government when these
famities tace no other choice but welfare to
provide the support the absent parent ought to
be providing. Prioritizing’ support payments

- and shielding single parents agalinst the shift-

ing of spousal debts can help break this traglc
welfare cycle.

Mr. Speaker, the Presikient has said that
ending prolonged dependence on welfare Is a
priority. Many of our colleagues have also rec~
ognized the urgent need to amend the current
Bankruptcy Code. My legistation speaks to
both important tasks. t urge my colleagues to
support the Spousal Equity in Bankruptcy
Amendments of 1994.

LIFTING THE BAN ON ALASKAN
o1L

HON. TOM DelAY
OF TEXAS
IN THE BOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 30, 1994 .
Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, the Dep: nt of

£

‘#1889

‘Whereds; our nation lmmuly moocnnut

Jul: 4th as I

ng the birth and mdapendance of- meu Unit-
ed Btates of America,

Now' Therefore, 1. Wllben E. ’mnnher
Mayor of the City of Keystone Helghts, Flor-
lda do hereby proclaim those days between

ag Day.-June 14. and Independence Day
July 4-as a fortnight of patriotism and urge
my fellow Americans to rekindle the-tire of
patriotism .during this approximate t.wo
week celebration of flag and country.

Fur e 1 of the
United Btates of America to Join in thege fes-
tivities through the exhibition .of :Old
Glory”, énd the prominent display of red.
whits, and dlue at their homes and plncee of
business.

Dated um fourth day of Aprﬂ 1991

ANTITRUST AND  COMMUNICA
TIONS REFORM ACT OF 1994.

BPEECH OF

"HON. WILLIAM J. HUGHB
OF NEW JERSEY .
IN THE HOUSE OF m-:mssm.«m’ns

Tuesday, June 28, 1994 '
Mr. HUGHES. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support.
of H.R. 3626, the Antitrust.-and Communica-
tions Reform Act of 1994, | would like to com--
mend - my colleagues, Chalrman' BROOKS

Energy has just produced a study which
makes a compelling case for an action some
of us have supported for a long time. That ac-
tion is the litting of the ban on exporting crude
ol trom the Alaska North . The

ment has indicated, in #ts careful and delib-
erate study, that this would have a very posi

tive effect on jobs in both the production and .

shipping industries. *

It the President really wants to help the ail-
ing domestic energy industry, he should take
heed of the resuits of this study by his own
executive agency. This is a way to help spur

of a divorce or separ W, it is not
uncommon for the custodial parent to accept
a lower level of child support and/or alimony
payments in exchange for the other parent's
agreement to assume the couple’s marital
debts; these could be any debts which have
been incurred over the marriage, such as auto
foans, mortgage payments, and credit card
bills. If the noncustodial parent declares bank-
ruptcy following this agreement. however, the
marital debts would then fall to the custodiat
nonbankrupt spouse. Since child support and
alimony was negotiated down earlier, the cus-
todial parent faces a bleak future: litte to no
support payments, the heavy responsibilities
of the couple's debts while mamied, and the
normal expenses that come with rearing chil-
dren alone. This unfortunate situation does, in-
deed, occur and is the subject of current court
proceedings within my home State of New
York.

My legislation would expand current law to
include these marital debts among those
which are not discharged by a bankrupicy fi-
ing. { think it is outrageous that wives and de-
pendent children would have to answer to all
the couple's creditors for debts the husband
agreed !omln retum for lower support and
alimony. relatively small—but vital—
change in the Bankruptcy Code

ry legislation would prevent this. and ensure
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proposed by -

bring stability to our
domestic produoavs with absolutely no cost to

Chai DINGELL, and Chairman MARKEY for
the excellent work they have done to facllitate
!hismeasurebelngbvougmtomnoovtoday
for a vote.

Moureomtry!aoes!hedra!lengeso!
nnlmahﬂngluplaeeas"?eqre‘dovﬁqammyev

in the develop -super-
highway, it is imperstive: that we ish &
falr and competittve environment in which

y .
of H.R. 3626 is a fundamental step which we

“must take in order to establish such an, envi-,

ronment,, N
H.R. 3626setsfonhaelearpfocessbv rft—
lngmwrren(restriwomplacedmmseu
-80 they may .play-a

operating
'greatsvroleinueaﬂngandeotmeﬁnghw

developing imormahon-dch society. Notwith-. .

the mxpayers
Mr. S during his campaign the Presi-
dem often spoke of en ging
i to our d Here is

onemnghecandotog!vemelohtswords
He should throw the weight of his administra-
tion behind the legislative ‘effort to end this
anachronistic impediment to the free market.
Lift the ban.

FORTNIGHT OF PATRIOTISM
HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 30, 1994 '
Mr. STEARNS, Mr. Speaker, | would like to
commend the city of Keystone Heights for
their recent declaration of & Fortnight of Patri-

-otism. This patrictic community is making a

special effort this year to observe our Amer-
Ican traditions and values through the time
spanning Flag Day, June 14 to Independence
Day, July 4. Iwomdukemreadtomycoi—
leagues this resolution.

g the | enn'ylntonewareas'of

ided for
in H.R. 36286, hhlmportamtonotemm
measure ensures that the safeguards “estab-
lished' in our cument antitrust law remain

_strong This careful balance of increased’ ac-

cess to the telecommunications market cou-
pled with strong _safeguards against ant-
competitive behavlor will facilitate a fair and
open competitive’ market and, in tum, foster
grthlnthelobmﬁelaswellasinhelelo-
communications market as a whole. ',

establishes. This structure, which replaces the.
1982nndiﬂedfu'|albdgmem [MFJ] oonse:;

decree
J\BﬂcenndAT&T esmbﬁshesanappmpdats
framework - under which the seven regional

thoyarewrrenﬂybandhompmvldngwsxr
anﬂo!hoMFJ -

Whereas, our nation annually r
Jurne 14th as Flag Day commemorating the
fiag of these United States of America; and

, this structure sets forth ‘a well-
‘which' the appropriate

by ;
Fedom! ies and State regulatory bodies

 may reviow a Bell company’s reque:n w onter
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" into other lines of business. Specifically, the
mmammm
within which 2 Bell
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Sixdeen days aftes the D-day iwasion, on
June 22 1944, Prasident Fvankhn deo
the S

June 30, 1994

Corrpettion and wun-mm nrastructure Act
This @ measus. through

lono-dismmesemeea mﬁanmm

industry. The DOJ and
Fcc‘nusoaemyvewewm_m

the intrastate long distance market.

A o provision in this me:
is gnition of those cor who are
disabled is, this re-

porsons who may have special needs. More-
consumes privacy
it Bell 9
oommesmwmgmsdn:ked information -
. subscribers to mar-

vided by the company of its affiiates.

_‘Moreoves, | am very pleased that this meas-
ure ‘specifically addresses the concerns of
_mummmemp\b

mAﬂo(iw—gmlym(undtoasM
bill of rights. There have beon few, i any,

bili in Federal income tax over the course of
the liletmes.

more of an impact on the social and economic
fabric ol the Uniled States—housing, edu-
cation, employment, corporate America—oall
arens of s society have benefted om tre

fean confiict, Vietnarn era, and Montgomery
Gt bills, the .original G! b} changed the con-
cept of adult education in the United States
and started the greatest home construction
boom in history.

This is an appropriate time to update my
colleagues on the Gi bt that is available to
the young men and women now enrtering our
Armmed Forces. Since we enacted this program

fishing markets. H.R. 3626
regional Boll companies and their ai-
ﬁl&:myﬁ-—bawmmgs‘byearslftuw
ol this 1S 10 the
Fedeal Govemment 10 entes info the alarm
. moniiolng mesket.
‘Likewise, this measure allows the Bell com-
panies 10 enter rto the eloctronic publishing
mw adhering toirpom s*-‘e”

in 1984, more than 1.5 mi%ion young men and
have fledt in the Momgomery Gl
bill—Active Duty—chapter 30, ttle 38, Linited
States- Code—and over 419,000 veterans’
have gone to school under this program
Nearty 315,000 members of the Selected Re-
serve have pu d futher N using

the legisiative process by owr colleagues Wr.
Map«EY and Mr. FlEle will inject a posn“ve
note of P o o

industry. 1 am confident that this competiton
will benefit consumers and provided neeced
impetus for even more technological progress
in a key sector of ows economy.

H.RA. 3636 is a torward looking. visionasy
bilt, proving that Government can respond to
the rapidly shifting technological tandscape in

way. -

asevvdeneednynsdzs—a margin of pas-
testament to the months of work and
consuitabon that went into this legis‘ation.

I strongly urge the other body 0 Mmove tv:ift
ty # passing simutar legisiation sa that a
conterenced bift can be apgproved and sent 1o
the Presigent for signature before the end of
this session.

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
TO CREATE THE PREMIER LEND-
ERS PROGRAM

"HON. JOHN J. LaFAICE
OF SEX YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
. Thursday, June 30, 1994
" M. LoFALCE Ms. Speaker, | rise wday as
chaiemman of the Small Business Committee
o Inbocwe legislabon that wilt fociitate e

the benefits availabla to them undes the Mot
Gt bill-Selected Reserve—chaptas
106, tite 10, United States Code.

o g against the During the month of May 1994, 84 parcert
any untalr Memugemum o!newacﬁvecMyAnnyrecrwtseledadm
these services. Thal is, Be# comp participate in the vary Gi bill [MGIS].
be permittied 0 pr Axishi Ninety-saven percent of Navy secruils made

_mmbmm\e lnesonyn
such sarvices ase provided through a separate
affiiiate or a Joint venture with an elactronic

lupnyeﬂmuesbswpoﬂﬂ.ﬂ 3628.
ltlsl t bl which
wﬁmumdhﬁmh
the while en-
Suring thot America maintains her righthul posi-
ton a3 a leader in the rapidly developing infos~
mation superhighway.

) GI BI.LL UPDATE
non G.V. (SONNY) MONTGOMERY

OF MIBBISSIPPL
D¢ THR HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES
. Thwrsday, June 30, 1954
. Mz, Speakes,

participate in a cese-
mony at the Department of Velesans Affaiss
commesmocating the 50th anniversary of the Gi
bilt of rights.

On June 6, 1844, the Allied Forces
taunched the massive invasion which rescued
Europe from Hitler's tervor and oppression and
restored In

: congressional
dem dparﬁdpahdhﬁ;mwﬂ
Y d Y.

the same decision as did 88 percent of Alf
Force recruits and 97 percent of Marine Corps
recruits. Cverall, during the month of May
1994, 94 percent of all new recruits DOD-wide
chose to enroll in the MGIB-Active Duty.

Not only has the MGIB been popular with
recruits, it has also been a cost-effective pro-
gram. Since the initiation of the MGIB—Active
Outy on July 1, 1985, through May 31, 1994,
$1.99 billion have reverted to the U.S. Tseas-
ury as a result of the basic pay reductiors re-
quired to participate in the program. Ouring
the same time period, $2.9 billion have to2n
paid m benefits under the MGIB-Active Duly
and the MGIB—Selected Resenve.

G! bills are often characterzed as rewards
for honorable military service. | believe they
are even more appropriately described as trib-
utes to those whose Bves have been dis-
rupted—and too often threatened—so that the
rest of us can enjoy the secusity and prosger-
ity of these democratic' United States.

SWIPT ENACTMENT OF H.R. 3o
URGED

HON. BICK SWETT
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE .
N THE HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 30,199
" Mr. SWETT. Mr. Speakes, | was gratified by
the House's amon this week in appmvmg

-dmaenﬁedmm

smnw»mmaum
This is one of two bills that | inbocuce today

mier lenders program under the certified de-
velopment company program.

SBA would delegats to these lenders the
authority to approve debenture guarantees,
and the anderlying loans to amall bustnesses
for plant and equipment, without prior 5BA
approval. The premier lender bo required to

HA 3636, the Cor s

the r bility far and rpir
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