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Procl amati on 7397--establi shnent of the Sonoran Desert National Mnunent
WlliamJ dinton

January 17, 2001

By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

The Sonoran Desert National Monunent is a magnificent exanple of
untranmel ed Sonoran desert |andscape. The area enconpasses a
functioni ng desert ecosystemwi th an extraordi nary array of
bi ol ogi cal, scientific, and historic resources. The nopst
bi ol ogi cal ly diverse of the North American deserts, the nonunent
consi sts of distinct nountain ranges separated by w de valleys, and
i ncl udes | arge saguaro cactus forest conmunities that provide
excel l ent habitat for a wide range of wildlife species.

The nmonunent's biol ogical resources include a spectacul ar diversity
of plant and ani mal species. The hi gher peaks include unique
woodl and assenbl ages, while the | ower elevation | ands offer one of
the nost structurally conplex exanples of palo verde/ m xed cact
association in the Sonoran Desert. The dense stands of | eguni nous
trees and cacti are doninated by saguaros, Pal o-verde trees,
i ronwood, prickly pear, and cholla. Inportant natural water holes,
known as tinajas, exist throughout the nonument. The endangered
acuna pi neappl e cactus is also found in the nonunent.

The nost striking aspect of the plant conmmunities within the
nonurment are the abundant saguaro cactus forests. The saguaro is a
signature plant of the Sonoran Desert. |ndividual saguaro plants are
i ndeed magni ficent, but a forest of these plants, together with the
wi de variety of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants that nmake up
the forest comunity, is an inpressive site to behold. The saguaro
cactus forests within the nmonunent are a national treasure, rivaling
those within the Saguaro National Park

The rich diversity, density, and distribution of plants in the Sand
Tank Mountains area of the nonunent is especially striking and can
be attributed to the nmanagenent regine in place since the area was
wi thdrawn for mlitary purposes in 1941. In particular, while some
public access to the area is allowed, no |livestock grazing has
occurred for nearly 50 years. To extend the extraordinary diversity
and overall ecol ogical health of the Sand Tanks Muntains area, |and
adj acent and with biological resources simlar to the area w thdrawn
for mlitary purposes should be subject to a simlar nanagenent
regime to the fullest extent possible.

The nmonunment contai ns an abundance of packrat niddens, allow ng for
scientific analysis of plant species and climates in past eras.
Scientific analysis of the m dden shows that the area received far



nore precipitation 20,000 years ago, and slowy becane nore arid.
Vegetation for the area changed from juni per-oak-pini on pi ne

woodl and to the vegetation found today in the Sonoran Desert,

al though a few plants fromthe nore nmesic period, including the Kofa
Mount ai n barberry, Arizona rosewdod, and junipers, remain on higher
el evations of north-facing sl opes.

The |l ower elevations and flatter areas of the nonunent contain the
creosot e- bursage plant conmunity. This plant conmmunity thrives in
t he open expanses between the nountain ranges, and connects the
other plant communities together. Rare patches of desert grassland
can al so be found throughout the nonunent, especially in the Sand
Tank Mountains area. The washes in the area support a nmuch denser
vegetation community than the surroundi ng desert, including
nmesquite, ironwood, pal overde, desert honeysuckle, chuperosa, and
desert willow, as well as a variety of herbaceous plants. This
vegetation offers the dense cover bird species need for successfu
nesting, foraging, and escape, and birds heavily use the washes
during migration.

The diverse plant communities present in the nonunent support a
wi de variety of wildlife, including the endangered Sonoran
pronghorn, a robust popul ation of desert bighorn sheep, especially
in the Maricopa Muntains area, and other manmalian species such as
mul e deer, javelina, nmountain lion, gray fox, and bobcat. Bat
species within the nonunent include the endangered | esser | ong-nosed
bat, the California | ead-nosed bat, and the cave nyotis. Over 200
species of birds are found in the nmonunent, including 59 species
known to nest in the Vekol Valley area. Nunmerous species of raptors
and ow s inhabit the nmonunent, including the elf ow and the western
screech owl. The monument al so supports a diverse array of reptiles
and anphi bi ans, including the Sonoran desert tortoise and the
red- backed whi ptail. The Bureau of Land Managenent has desi gnat ed
approxi mately 25,000 acres of land in the Maricopa Muntains area as
critical habitat for the desert tortoise. The Vekol Valley and Sand
Tank Mountain areas contain especially diverse and robust
popul ati ons of anphi bians. During sunmmrer rainfall events, thousands
of Sonoran green toads in the Vekol Valley can be heard noving
around and cal ling out.

The nonunent al so contains nany significant archaeol ogi cal and
historic sites, including rock art sites, lithic quarries, and
scattered artifacts. Vekol Wash is believed to have been an
i nportant prehistoric travel and trade corridor between the Hohokam
and tribes located in what is now Mexico. Signs of large villages
and pernmanent habitat sites occur throughout the area, and
particularly along the bajadas of the Table Top Mountains. Cccupants
of these villages were the ancestors of today's O odham Quechan
Cocopah, Maricopa, and other tribes. The nonument al so contains a
nmuch used trail corridor 23 mles long in which are found remants
of several inportant historic trails, including the Juan Bautista de
Anza National Historic Trail, the Mornon Battalion Trail, and the
Butterfield Overland Stage Route.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
proclamati on historic |l andmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Governnent of the United States to be national nonunments, and to



reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the [imts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Whereas, it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national nonunent to be known as the Sonoran
Desert Nati onal Mnument.

Now, Therefore, I, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Sonoran Desert
Nati onal Monunent, for the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, all lands and interest in |ands owned or
controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
described on the map entitled "Sonoran Desert National Mnunent"
attached to and formng a part of this proclamation. The Federa
land and interests in land reserved consi st of approxi mately 486, 149
acres, which is the smallest area conpatible with the proper care
and nmanagenent of the objects to be protected.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, al
notori zed and nechani zed vehicle use off road will be prohibited,
except for emergency or authorized administrative purposes.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of Arizona with respect to fish and
wi |l dlife managenent.

The establishnent of this nonunent is subject to valid existing
rights.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or |easing or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not limted to w thdrawal
fromlocation, entry, and patent under the mning |aws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to mneral and geot her mal
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the monunent. Lands and interests in lands within the
nonurment not owned by the United States shall be reserved as a part
of the nonument upon acquisition of title thereto by the United
St at es.

This procl amati on does not reserve water as a matter of Federal |aw
nor relinquish any water rights held by the Federal Governnent
exi sting on this date. The Federal |and managenent agenci es shal
work with appropriate State authorities to ensure that water
resources needed for nonunent purposes are avail abl e.

The Secretary of the Interior shall manage the nmonunent through the
Bureau of Land Managenent, pursuant to applicable |egal authorities,
to i nplement the purposes of this proclanation. That portion
identified as Area A on the map, however, shall be managed under the
managenent arrangenent established by section 3 of Public Law No.



99-- 606, 100 Stat. 3460-61, until Novenber 6, 2001, at which tine,
pursuant to section 5(a) of Public Law No. 99-606, 100 Stat. 346263,
the mlitary withdrawal term nates. At that time, the Secretary of
the Interior shall assume nanagenent responsibility for Area A

t hrough the Bureau of Land Managenent.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare a nanagenent plan that
addresses the actions, including road cl osures or travel
restrictions, necessary to protect the objects identified in this
procl amati on.

Laws, regul ations, and policies followed by the Bureau of Land
Management in issuing and adm nistering grazing permts or |eases on
all lands under its jurisdiction shall continue to apply with regard
to the lands in the nonunent; provided, however, that grazing
permts on Federal |ands within the nonument south of Interstate
H ghway 8 shall not be renewed at the end of their current term and
provi ded further, that grazing on Federal |ands north of Interstate
8 shall be allowed to continue only to the extent that the Bureau of
Land Managenent determ nes that grazing is conpatible with the
par amobunt purpose of protecting the objects identified in this
procl amati on.

Nothing in this proclanmation shall be deemed to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the national
nonument shall be the domi nant reservation.

Nothing in this proclamati on shall preclude |ow |l evel overflights
of military aircraft, the designation of new units of special use
airspace, or the use or establishment of military flight training
routes over the lands included in this proclamation

In order to protect the public during operations at the adjacent
Barry M GCol dwater Range, and to continue nmanagenent practices that
have resulted in an exceptionally well preserved natural resource,
the current procedures for public access to the portion of the
nonunment depicted as Area A on the attached nap shall remain in ful
force and effect, except to the extent that the United States Air
Force agrees to different procedures which the Bureau of Land
Managenent determ nes are conpatible with the protection of the
objects identified in this proclanmation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the | ands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
I ndependence of the United States of Anerica the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

WlliamJ. dinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 8:45 am, January



19, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamati on was published in the Federal Register on
January 22.



