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BILL SUMMARY:  S. 3486 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Introduced in Senate (08/02/2012) 

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on December 7, 
2007.)  

Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or real and 
effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an international 
design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO instead of 
separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to transmit international fees and forward international design applications to 
the international intergovernmental coordinating body.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the international intergovernmental coordinating body 
recognized under the Hague Agreement, or (3) with an intergovernmental organization.  

Sets forth the priorities of national and prior foreign and national applications.  

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries.  

Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant.  
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BILL SUMMARY:  S. 3486 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Reported to Senate with amendment(s) (09/20/2012) 

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs (Hague Treaty) and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on 
December 7, 2007.) 

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries. 

Title I: Hague Agreement Concerning International Registration of Industrial Designs - 
(Sec. 101) Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or 
real and effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an 
international design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO 
instead of separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to collect and transmit international fees and forward international design 
applications to the intergovernmental International Bureau recognized as the coordinating body 
under the Hague Treaty and its common regulations.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the International Bureau, or (3) with an 
intergovernmental organization.  

Requires the filing date of an international design application in the United States to be the 
effective registration date, except that any international design application designating the United 
States that otherwise meets the requirements of federal patent law (notwithstanding the 
implementation of the treaty) may be treated as a design application under existing federal laws 
applicable to design patents.  

Permits applicants to request a review of the filing date of an international design application in 
the United States. Authorizes the USPTO Director to determine that such filing date is a date 
other than the effective registration date. 

Sets forth requirements for determining the right of priority of national applications and prior 
foreign and national applications with earlier filing dates.  

Directs the Director to provide for the examination of international design applications 
designating the United States. Authorizes the Director to issue patents based on such 
applications. 

(Sec. 102) Extends provisional rights (the right to obtain royalties from persons who sell or 
engage in certain activities involving the invention during the period beginning on the date the 
application is published and ending on the date the patent is issued) to such international design 
applications filed under the treaty that designate the United States. 
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Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant. 

Title II: Patent Law Treaty Implementation - (Sec. 201) Revises patent application 
procedures with respect to filing dates, fees, and surcharges for fees, oaths, or declarations and 
claims submitted after the filing date. Authorizes the Director to prescribe conditions on 
references to previously filed applications. 

Permits the Director to establish procedures to revive an unintentionally abandoned patent 
application, accept an unintentionally delayed payment of the fee for issuing each patent, or 
accept an unintentionally delayed response by the patent owner in a reexamination proceeding, 
upon petition by the applicant or patent owner. 

Authorizes the Director to: (1) prescribe regulations and fees for the extension of application 
periods for inventors who previously filed provisional applications or applications for the same 
invention in a foreign country, (2) establish procedures to accept an unintentionally delayed 
claim for priority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and to accept a priority claim that pertains 
to an application that was not filed within the specified priority period but was filed within the 
extended application period.  

Directs the USPTO to maintain a register of interests in patents and applications for patents. 
Applies patent assignment requirements to interests that constitute an assignment, grant, or 
conveyance.  

  



BILL SUMMARY:  S. 3486 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Passed Senate amended (09/22/2012) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was reported to the Senate on September 20, 
2012. The summary of that version is repeated here.) 

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs (Hague Treaty) and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on 
December 7, 2007.) 

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries. 

Title I: Hague Agreement Concerning International Registration of Industrial Designs - 
(Sec. 101) Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or 
real and effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an 
international design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO 
instead of separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to collect and transmit international fees and forward international design 
applications to the intergovernmental International Bureau recognized as the coordinating body 
under the Hague Treaty and its common regulations.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the International Bureau, or (3) with an 
intergovernmental organization.  

Requires the filing date of an international design application in the United States to be the 
effective registration date, except that any international design application designating the United 
States that otherwise meets the requirements of federal patent law (notwithstanding the 
implementation of the treaty) may be treated as a design application under existing federal laws 
applicable to design patents.  

Permits applicants to request a review of the filing date of an international design application in 
the United States. Authorizes the USPTO Director to determine that such filing date is a date 
other than the effective registration date. 

Sets forth requirements for determining the right of priority of national applications and prior 
foreign and national applications with earlier filing dates.  

Directs the Director to provide for the examination of international design applications 
designating the United States. Authorizes the Director to issue patents based on such 
applications. 

(Sec. 102) Extends provisional rights (the right to obtain royalties from persons who sell or 
engage in certain activities involving the invention during the period beginning on the date the 
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application is published and ending on the date the patent is issued) to such international design 
applications filed under the treaty that designate the United States. 

Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant.  

Title II: Patent Law Treaty Implementation - (Sec. 201) Revises patent application 
procedures with respect to filing dates, fees, and surcharges for fees, oaths, or declarations and 
claims submitted after the filing date. Authorizes the Director to prescribe conditions on 
references to previously filed applications. 

Permits the Director to establish procedures to revive an unintentionally abandoned patent 
application, accept an unintentionally delayed payment of the fee for issuing each patent, or 
accept an unintentionally delayed response by the patent owner in a reexamination proceeding, 
upon petition by the applicant or patent owner. 

Authorizes the Director to: (1) prescribe regulations and fees for the extension of application 
periods for inventors who previously filed provisional applications or applications for the same 
invention in a foreign country, (2) establish procedures to accept an unintentionally delayed 
claim for priority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and to accept a priority claim that pertains 
to an application that was not filed within the specified priority period but was filed within the 
extended application period.  

Directs the USPTO to maintain a register of interests in patents and applications for patents. 
Applies patent assignment requirements to interests that constitute an assignment, grant, or 
conveyance.  

  



BILL SUMMARY:  S. 3486 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Passed House without amendment (12/05/2012) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was reported to the Senate on September 20, 
2012. The summary of that version is repeated here.) 

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs (Hague Treaty) and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on 
December 7, 2007.) 

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries. 

Title I: Hague Agreement Concerning International Registration of Industrial Designs - 
(Sec. 101) Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or 
real and effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an 
international design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO 
instead of separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to collect and transmit international fees and forward international design 
applications to the intergovernmental International Bureau recognized as the coordinating body 
under the Hague Treaty and its common regulations.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the International Bureau, or (3) with an 
intergovernmental organization.  

Requires the filing date of an international design application in the United States to be the 
effective registration date, except that any international design application designating the United 
States that otherwise meets the requirements of federal patent law (notwithstanding the 
implementation of the treaty) may be treated as a design application under existing federal laws 
applicable to design patents.  

Permits applicants to request a review of the filing date of an international design application in 
the United States. Authorizes the USPTO Director to determine that such filing date is a date 
other than the effective registration date. 

Sets forth requirements for determining the right of priority of national applications and prior 
foreign and national applications with earlier filing dates.  

Directs the Director to provide for the examination of international design applications 
designating the United States. Authorizes the Director to issue patents based on such 
applications. 

(Sec. 102) Extends provisional rights (the right to obtain royalties from persons who sell or 
engage in certain activities involving the invention during the period beginning on the date the 
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application is published and ending on the date the patent is issued) to such international design 
applications filed under the treaty that designate the United States. 

Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant.  

Title II: Patent Law Treaty Implementation - (Sec. 201) Revises patent application 
procedures with respect to filing dates, fees, and surcharges for fees, oaths, or declarations and 
claims submitted after the filing date. Authorizes the Director to prescribe conditions on 
references to previously filed applications. 

Permits the Director to establish procedures to revive an unintentionally abandoned patent 
application, accept an unintentionally delayed payment of the fee for issuing each patent, or 
accept an unintentionally delayed response by the patent owner in a reexamination proceeding, 
upon petition by the applicant or patent owner. 

Authorizes the Director to: (1) prescribe regulations and fees for the extension of application 
periods for inventors who previously filed provisional applications or applications for the same 
invention in a foreign country, (2) establish procedures to accept an unintentionally delayed 
claim for priority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and to accept a priority claim that pertains 
to an application that was not filed within the specified priority period but was filed within the 
extended application period.  

Directs the USPTO to maintain a register of interests in patents and applications for patents. 
Applies patent assignment requirements to interests that constitute an assignment, grant, or 
conveyance.  

  



BILL SUMMARY:  S. 3486 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Public Law No: 112-211 (12/18/2012) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was reported to the Senate on September 20, 
2012. The summary of that version is repeated here.)  

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs (Hague Treaty) and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on 
December 7, 2007.) 

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries. 

Title I: Hague Agreement Concerning International Registration of Industrial Designs - 
(Sec. 101) Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or 
real and effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an 
international design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office (USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO 
instead of separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to collect and transmit international fees and forward international design 
applications to the intergovernmental International Bureau recognized as the coordinating body 
under the Hague Treaty and its common regulations.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the International Bureau, or (3) with an 
intergovernmental organization.  

Requires the filing date of an international design application in the United States to be the 
effective registration date, except that any international design application designating the United 
States that otherwise meets the requirements of federal patent law (notwithstanding the 
implementation of the treaty) may be treated as a design application under existing federal laws 
applicable to design patents.  

Permits applicants to request a review of the filing date of an international design application in 
the United States. Authorizes the USPTO Director to determine that such filing date is a date 
other than the effective registration date. 

Sets forth requirements for determining the right of priority of national applications and prior 
foreign and national applications with earlier filing dates.  

Directs the Director to provide for the examination of international design applications 
designating the United States. Authorizes the Director to issue patents based on such 
applications. 

(Sec. 102) Extends provisional rights (the right to obtain royalties from persons who sell or 
engage in certain activities involving the invention during the period beginning on the date the 
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application is published and ending on the date the patent is issued) to such international design 
applications filed under the treaty that designate the United States. 

Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant.  

Title II: Patent Law Treaty Implementation - (Sec. 201) Revises patent application 
procedures with respect to filing dates, fees, and surcharges for fees, oaths, or declarations and 
claims submitted after the filing date. Authorizes the Director to prescribe conditions on 
references to previously filed applications. 

Permits the Director to establish procedures to revive an unintentionally abandoned patent 
application, accept an unintentionally delayed payment of the fee for issuing each patent, or 
accept an unintentionally delayed response by the patent owner in a reexamination proceeding, 
upon petition by the applicant or patent owner. 

Authorizes the Director to: (1) prescribe regulations and fees for the extension of application 
periods for inventors who previously filed provisional applications or applications for the same 
invention in a foreign country, (2) establish procedures to accept an unintentionally delayed 
claim for priority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and to accept a priority claim that pertains 
to an application that was not filed within the specified priority period but was filed within the 
extended application period.  

Directs the USPTO to maintain a register of interests in patents and applications for patents. 
Applies patent assignment requirements to interests that constitute an assignment, grant, or 
conveyance.  
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Courtesy U.S. Senate Historical 
Office

LEAHY, Patrick Joseph, (1940 - )

Senate Years of Service: 1975- 
Party: Democrat 

LEAHY, Patrick Joseph, a Senator 
from Vermont; born in Montpelier, 
Washington County, Vt., March 31, 
1940; graduated, St. Michael’s 
College, Winooski, Vt., 1961; received 
J.D. degree from Georgetown 
University 1964; admitted to the 
Vermont bar in 1964 and commenced 
practice in Burlington; State’s 
attorney, Chittenden County, Vt., 
1966-1974; elected as a Democrat to 
the United States Senate in 1974; 
reelected in 1980, 1986, 1992,1998, 
2004, 2010, and again in 2016 for the 
term ending January 3, 2023; president 

pro tempore (December 17, 2012-January 3, 2015); chair, 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry (One Hundredth 
through One Hundred Third Congresses), Committee on the 
Judiciary (One Hundred Seventh Congress [January 3-20, 2001; 
June 6, 2001-January 3, 2003], One Hundred Tenth to One Hundred 
Thirteenth Congresses). 

Page 1 of 1LEAHY, Patrick Joseph - Biographical Information
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Jefferson
Text Box
LIS - 10



Adams
Text Box
LIS - 1





















































 
ALL ACTIONS:   H.R. 6432 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 

Date All Actions 

09/19/2012 Introduced in House  
Action By: House of Representatives  

09/19/2012 Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.  
Action By: House of Representatives  
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD INDEX:  H.R. 6432 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 

From the Congressional Record, Volume 158 (2012)  

------------------------------------------------------ 
H.R. 6432--A bill to implement the provisions of the Hague Agreement  
    and the Patent Law Treaty; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
 
 
By Mr. SMITH of Texas (for himself, Mr. Conyers, Mr. Goodlatte, and  
Mr. Watt), H6150 [19SE] 
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BILL SUMMARY:  H.R. 6432 – 112th Congress (2011-2012) 
 
Authored by: Congressional Research Service 
 
Introduced in House (09/19/2012) 

Patent Law Treaties Implementation Act of 2012 - Amends federal patent law to implement the 
Geneva Act of the Hague Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial 
Designs and the Patent Law Treaty. (Both treaties were ratified by the Senate on December 7, 
2007.)  

Allows any person who is a U.S. national, or has a domicile, habitual residence, or real and 
effective industrial or commercial establishment in the United States, to file an international 
design application for international registration with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) (thereby enabling U.S. applicants to file a single application with USPTO instead of 
separate applications in multiple countries). 

Directs the USPTO to transmit international fees and forward international design applications to 
the international intergovernmental coordinating body.  

Requires an international design application on an industrial design made in the United States to 
constitute the filing of an application in a foreign country if such application is filed: (1) in a 
country other than the United States, (2) at the international intergovernmental coordinating body 
recognized under the Hague Agreement, or (3) with an intergovernmental organization.  

Sets forth the priorities of national and prior foreign and national applications.  

Standardizes application procedures to be consistent with other member countries.  

Extends the term for design patents from 14 to 15 years from the date of grant.  
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Collection of the U.S. House of 
Representatives 
About this object

SMITH, Lamar Seeligson, (1947 - )

SMITH, Lamar Seeligson, a 
Representative from Texas; born in San 
Antonio, Bexar County, Tex., 
November 19, 1947; graduated from 
Texas Military Institute, San Antonio, 
Tex., 1965; B.A., Yale University, New 
Haven, Conn., 1969; J.D., Southern 
Methodist University School of Law, 
Dallas, Tex., 1975; journalist; lawyer, 
private practice; member of the Texas 
state house of representatives, 1981-
1982; Bexar County, Tex., 
commissioner, 1982-1985; elected as a 
Republican to the One Hundredth and 
to the fifteen succeeding Congresses 

(January 3, 1987-present); chair, Committee on Standards of 
Official Conduct (One Hundred Sixth Congress); chair, Committee 
on the Judiciary (One Hundred Twelfth Congress); chair, 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology (One Hundred 
Thirteenth through One Hundred Fifteenth Congresses). 

Page 1 of 1SMITH, Lamar Seeligson - Biographical Information
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